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A TESsTIMONY from our Monthly 
Meeting at Wainfleet, in the 
County of Lincoln, concerning 
our deceaſed Friend WILLIAN 
RECKITT. | 


HIS our worthy friend was 
13 born in the year 1706, with- 
in the compaſs of Gainſborough 
monthly meeting, of parents pro- 
feſfing truth, who died when he 
; was, young. His friends put him 
apprentice to a weaver belonging 
to the fame monthly meeting, 
with whom we believe he ſerved 
his time faithfully, and then 
came to live near Partney Mills, 
within the compaſs of our month- 
ly meeting. After ſome time, 
about the year 1742, it pleaſed 
the Lord to call him into the 
| A 2 | work. 
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work of the miniſtry : his ap- 
pearance from the firſt was in the 
life and wiſdom of Truth, which 
nearly united him to his friends. 
Soon after he removed to Wain- 
fleet particular meeting ; and ſome 
time after he viſited friends in 
the Weſt of England, and Wales, 
&c. and at different times many 
other counties; alſo Ireland once 
with our friend Samuel Stott. 
He was twice in America: the firſt 
time he ſet forward in the year 
1756, and, it being in the time 
of war, was taken priſoner into 
France, and confined about fix 
months, which he bore with 
Chriſtian fortitude (as ſome of us 
have heard him ſay) and got well 
home to his family in the begin- 
ning of the year 1757, where he 
ſtaid about four weeks, and then 
again ſet forward for his intend- 
ed vifit. He afterwards found 
a a weighty concern to viſit his 

friends 


* 


friends in ſome part of America 
again; all which viſits, by ſundry 
accounts received, were much to 
friends ſatisfaction, as well as his 
own : and indeed it may be truly 
ſaid, he was deep in the miniſtry, 
and powerful in prayer, his teſti- 
mony ſound, and edifying, which 
rendered him very near, and valu- 
able to many. He was grave in 
converſation, yet innocently chear- 
ful amongſt his friends ; an af- 
fectionate huſband, and a tender 


parent. We think it needleſs to 


enlarge concerning him, as he 
was well known to many friends; 
only we may, with ſincerity of 
heart, ſay, his removal is much 
regretted in general. In the lat- 
ter end of 1768, he had drawings 
in his mind to viſit London, and 
parts adjacent; in which he told 
ſome of his near friends, he 


thought it might be the laſt time. 
He 


[ vi ] ; 2 
He returned home in the firſt 
month, in the year 1769, but 
poorly in health, and continued = 
fo; but moſtly attended his own  * 
meeting, where he had ſeveral 2 
weighty teſtimonies (which had * 
more than uſual influence over the * 
hearers, leaving laſting impreſſions 
on their minds) as well as at times 
in private converſation, wherein | 
he ſignified he was willing to leave f f 
all theſe tranſitory and fading en- 5 
joyments, whenever it might pleaſe 
1 the Lord to call him from works ; 
3 to rewards. 4 


His illneſs was very ſhort; he 5 
was taken with a fit of the ague the © 
day before his departure, and next 4 


h morning, about four o'clock, ex- 
| changed this life, we make no 
| doubt, for a better, the ſixth of 
| the fourth month 1769, and was 
Buried the gth of the ſame in 
trends burying ground at Wan 

eet, 
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fleet, after a ſolemn meeting, where 
a living teſtimony was borne to the 
truth, and to the ſatisfaction of 
many preſent. 


Signed in and on behalf of the 
ſaid meeting, held the 16th of the 
third month 1770, by 


John Robbins, 
John Copeland, 
Thomas Reckitt, 
David Hopkins, 
Jonathan Nainby, 
George Kitching, 
Pearſon Smith, 
John Pearſon, 
Joſeph Burton, 
John Wright, jun, 


The foregoing teſtimony con- 
cerning our dear friend William 
Reckitt, deceaſed, was read and 
approved in our quarterly meeting 
held at Lincoln the fourth of the 

fourth 
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fourth month 1770, and figned in 
and on behalf thereof, by 


JOHN MASSEY, jun. clerk. 
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INTRODUCTION, 


O UR late worthy friend W1L- 

LIAM RECKITT, Whoſe 
journal follows, was one whom 
the Lord was pleaſed to prepare 
for his ſervice; and having in a 
good degree experienced the work 
of righteouſneſs to he peace, he 
was engaged, under the influence 
of divine love, to call to others to 
come, taſte, and ſee how good the 
Lord is. 


His life and converſation were 
innocent, and conſiſtent with his 
profeſſion, and, in the exerciſe of 
his miniſtry, he was attended with 
that love which ſeeks the good of 


B Al 
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As the following journal com- 
mences only with his voyage to 
America, a ſhort account of him, 


of the work of truth on his mind, 
and of his ſervices before he em- 


barked for America, ſeems not 


improper. 


He was born at Lea near Gainſ- 


borough in Lincolnſhire, about the 


year 1706, of parents profeſſing 


truth ; his mother died when he 
was young, and his father being 
through infirmities rendered in- 


capable of ſupporting his chil- 


dren, he was bound by friends at 


nine years of age, until he arrived 
at twenty-one, as an apprentice 
to a weaver; which proved a la- 
borious ſervitude, his maſter being 
in low circumſtances. In the 
courſe of his ſervice his maſter 
let him out to harveſt work, in 
which employment his induſtry 
gained him the confidence of the 


farmer 


Ee at a Of 
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farmer that employed him, who 


F thought it unneceſſary to look 


after him, ſaying, ©* William was 


« 4 faithful ſervant ;” as he was 


to his maſter to the end of his 


| apprenticeſhip. During which 


time he was reached by a divine 


viſitation, through the miniſtry of 
a friend on a religious viſit, whoſe 
teſtimony (as he has been heard 
to relate) clearly anſwered the 
witneſs of truth in his own heart, 
and fully confirmed him, that the 
principles of friends were conſonant 
with the Holy Scriptures; and he 
then thought there would be none 
ſo void of underſtanding, as not 
to be convinced by the ſame pow- 
erful declaration of the true Chri- 
ſtian faith. It left a laſting im- 
preſſion on his mind; an hunger 
and thirſt after righteouſneſs were 
begotten in his ſoul; and by a 
diligent attention to the dictates 
thereof, he experienced preſerva- 

B 2 tion 


„ 
tion from the many temptations, 
which unguarded youth are ex- 
poſed to. About the eighteenth 


year of his age, the death of an 
only ſiſter, a virtuous young wo- 


man, Who had been particularly 


kind to him, nearly affected him ; 
and an only brother, by giving 
way to the vanities of. the world, 
was drawn aſide, and left the ſo- 
ciety. Theſe events impreſſed his 
mind with deep ſorrow and hu- 
miliation; but feeling the pre- 
ſerving hand of divine goodneſs 
manifeſted for his ſupport, he was 
engaged to live near thereto, by 
which he was mercifully pre- 
ſerved, 


Soon after the expiration of his 
apprenticeſhip, he removed into 
the compaſs of Wainfleet monthly 
meeting in Lincolnſhire, where 
he followed the buſineſs of a 
weaver, and increaſed in the * 4 
OI " 3 
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of his friends; being a min who 
laboured to be in reality what he 
profeſſed. In the year 1731, he 
entered into the marriage ftate 
with Ellin Maw, a ſober and vir- 
tuous young woman, who was an 
affectionate wife to him, and ten- 
der mother to their children : he 
ſurvived her, the dying during his 
abſence on his ſecond viſit to 
America. 


About the thirty-fixth year of 
his age, he firſt appeared in the 
miniſtry to the ſatisfaction of 
friends, and laboured diligently 
in his own and ſome neighbour- 
ing meetings for the advancement 
of truth; and after, ſome time, 
in company with Robert Kinſley, 
he viſited the churches in Eſſex; 
and about the latter end of 1745, 


in company with the ſame friend, 


allo viſited the city of London; 
and his ſervice in this viſit is ſtill 
remem- 


1 


remembered by ſome with bro- 
therly regard and affection. 


In 1746, he viſited the Weſt of 
England, and part of Wales ; and 
in 1752, in company with Sa- 
muel Stott of Edmundſbury, he 
viſited Ireland, to his own and 
friends comfort and ſatisfaction, 
and returned home with peace of 
mind. In 1756, he viſited York- 
ſhire; ſoon after which, in the 
courſe of his religious labours, 
he found himſelf engaged to viſit 
the churches in the American 
plantations, the enſuing account 
whereof will beſt inform the 
reader of his progreſs therein. 


It is not intended to magnify 
the creature, by any thing which 
may be ſaid concerning this our 
deceaſed friend; but to ſhew the 
reader, that ſuch as believe in, 
and live near to, the divine prin- 

| ciple 
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ciple of truth in their own hearts, 
convey an evidence to the minds 


of thoſe who behold them : for 


he being taken in his paſſage by 


a privateer (England being then 
at war with France) and carried 
into Morlaix, was there detained 
in a painful ſtate of captivity, 
yet was preſerved in great qui- 
etneſs and reſignation, to the ad- 
miration of ſome of the French 
inhabitants; one of whom, in 
a letter to a perſon reſiding in 
London, mentioned his inoffen- 
five lamb-like behaviour, in terms 
of great reſpect, and when he 
was removed to Carhaix, recom- 
mended him to a perſon of ac- 
count, a member of the parlia- 
ment of Brittany, who likewiſe 
teſtified his regard to him. The 
kindneſs he received from theſe 
perſons moderated his captivity, 
though he had many exerciſes 
there, which often brought him 


ver * 


1 
very low ; yet, he found ſupport 


and preſervation, as he acknow- 
ledged in his letters, in one of 
which, after having noted how 
he had been helped, and expreſ- 
ſing his care for his future pre- 
ſervation, he fays: © My fears 
„have all been concerning my- 


c ſelf, for ſurely I never ſaw more 
« of my own weakneſs, it hath 


indeed been a ſearching time to 
« me; and yet it ſprings in my 
«« heart to ſay, If the Lord hath 
« any delight in me, he will 
„ bring me ſafe through all; he 
« knows the integrityof my heart: 
did not ſet out in a forward 
« ſpirit, but in his counſel, and 
« in it at this time I ſtand; he 
© knows beſt what will be moſt 
4 for his own honour. And as 
©« to what will become of this 


«© earthly tabernacle, it ſeems to 


«© be the leaſt of my care, ſo 
that 


 Avil ] 


that I may finiſh my courſe 


« with joy.“ 


After being detained about five 
months, he was releaſed through 


the kindneſs of a perſon in Eng- 


land, who, having received very 


favourable impreſſions of him 


through the French merchant 
before mentioned, recommended 
him to the ſecretary of the fick 
and wounded office (they having 
the care of ſuch as were priſoners), 


and after a ſhort ſtay at home, 
finding the engagement remain, 


he returned te London, attended 


the yearly meeting, and, with 
the concurrence of friends, pro- 
ceeded on his voyage, of which 
the following is his own relation. 
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WILLIAM RECKIT T. 


Some account of what befel me in 
my firſt voyage towards AMERICA. 


AVING parted with ſeveral 

friends who accompanied me to 
Graveſend, the fifteenth: of the tenth 
month 1756, I went on board the ſhip 
Lydia, Joſeph Riddell maſter. We 
hadi three paſſengers beſides myſelf, 
who ſeemed to be very ſober men, and 
= carried themſelves very loving to me, 
70 | B 2 | 28 
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as likewiſe did all our common men; 
though I often reproved them for 


ſwearing, and their bad language to 


one another. The 20th we came into 
the Downs, but the wind not being 
fair, we lay there till the 22d, when 
the wind coming more favourable, we 
weighed anchor. 


It may not be amiſs to mention the 
oreat exerciſe and weight that reſted 
upon my ſpirit while we lay here, I 
then not ſeeing the cauſe of it. When 
I looked forward, I could fee little 
further than the Land's End, and L 
cried in my mind that we might be 
carried, or driven to Ireland; or then 
I thought I ſhould get ſafe to my 
Journey's end: but not ſeeing it would. 
be ſo then, I only deſired we might 
put into Plymouth, which I mentioned 
to the captain, and he told me, he 
thought he would, But the wind 
coming fair, and a ſtrong gale, he was 
willing to make the beſt of it. We 
outſailed two ſhips which came from 
the Downs with us, one a privateer 
called the St. Olive, from ve; 

e 
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the other a Guineaman. The 24th, 
about ten in the morning, we came 
abreaſt of Plymouth, with a very fine 
wind. In the evening, as I fat in the 
cabin, ſomething opened in my mind 
concerning my own preſervation, which 
I thought ſomewhat ſtrange ; but ſoon 
ſaw a cauſe for it. For about eight 
o*clock next morning, the mate came 
down and told his maſter, there was 
was a French ſnow juſt aſtern of us, 
which, to our ſorrow, was too true, 
for ſhe was then within reach of us 
with her guns. I thought it was a 

reat neglect of our maſter, and the 
Elders, that they did not keep a ſtri& 
look-out ; for they acknowledged, if 
they had but had a few hours more, 
they ſhould not have been taken. But 
then it was too late, they could not 
get their fails all properly bent, as 
they would have done, if due pre- 
caution had been taken. The ſhot 
coming over us, I was afraid for our 
men. 


During the little time we were 
chaſed, the chief care our captain 
ſeemed 


221 
ſeemed to take, was to ſave what he 
had, ſo he kept pretty much in the 
cabin, till his men called very earneſtly 
for him to come upon deck. Then 
he ordered them to ſtrike, and in a 
little time the Frenchmen came and 
boarded us with great fury. I was in 
the cabin, and ſtood ſtill, ſome of 
them looking at me very ſour and 
fierce, but like ſo many hungry ani-. 
mals, they fell to hunting and ſearch- 


ing for what they could find, till they 


durſt not ſtay much longer. One of 
them coming to me, in a fawning 
manner, ſaid, Sir, I deſire you would 
give me your money, and watch, and 
I will give you them again. I told 
him I had not much, and did not 
chuſe to part with it. But he growing 
very earneſt to have it, I turned my- 
ſelf about, and took three guineas out 
of my purſe, two of which I carried 
on ſhore, and gave him the remainder. 
He looked at it, and ſeemed not ſa- 
tisfied; but the officers being in haſte. 
to get us all into the boat, I was had 
upon deck, When I looked at the 
ſea, I thought it ſeemed as though I 
ſhould 


n 
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of: 


ſhould not eſcape with my life ; there- 
fore reſolved to ſtay on board our veſ- 
ſel, if I might, and went down again 
into the cabin; but in a little time was 
fetched out, and commanded to get 
into the boat. The fear of death was 
then taken away, and I was reſolved to 
do the beſt I could to get in. One of 
our ſailors handed me a rope, but it 
was ſo ſhort, I was forced to let go, 
not knowing whether I ſhould fall into 
the ſea, or boat; for the ſea ran very 
high, and two of our men were Joſt 
during the ſhort time I had been be- 
low. They were getting into the boat 
when I was ſeized with tear, and I ſaw 
it was not groundleſs ; for had I then 
proceeded to get in, I ſhould in all 
probability have been drowned, For 
as ſoon as [ had turned my back to go 

down into the cabin, the gunwale of 
the ſhip took the boat ſide, and had 
like to have ſunk her, and the two 
poor men were caſt out, the loſs of 
whom ſorrowfully affected my mind; 
and the imminent danger I had been 
in, with a ſenſe of the Lord's goodneſs 
and mercy in preſerving me at that 
time, 
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time, brought me very low, in humble 
thankfulneſs for ſo great a deliverance, 
looking upon it as a mark of his ten- 
der care and fatherly regard for ſo poor 
a creature as I am. 


When we came up to the French 
ſhip, our men aſſiſted me in getting 
on board, and led me through a croud 
of ſuch creatures, as I thought were 
more like brutes than men ; but they 
offered me no violence, When I came 
Into the cabin, I was placed behind 
a large cheſt of arms, which was their 
table; where I ſat for ſeveral hours, 
very ſtill, and laboured to get to fuch 
a right and true compoſure of mind, 
that I might be enabled to undergo, 
with patience, what was then befallen 
me. 


The hurry about the booty being 
pretty much over, towards night they 
came to ſettle in the cabin; and ſeeing 
me take little notice of what they 
either ſaid or did, they looked earneſtly 
at me, and aſked our captain who I 
was, He told them I was a Quaker 

miniſter, 
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miniſter, and intended for Pennſylva- 
nia, They made many fine ſpeeches, 
and told me, I was welcome to any 
thing they had, and would have me 
call for what I wanted. When meat 
came to table, they invited me to eat ; 
but I told them I was not for eating, 
my appetite being quite gone, When 
they thought it was time for us to go 
to bed, I was had down into the hold, 
which was ſo cloſe, and the hammocks 
hung ſo near to one another, I was 
forced to creep on my hands and knees, 
till I came to that I was to lodge in. 
The young man that conducted me 
was one of the officers, and I under- 
ſtood he put me in his own hammock. 
As he was making it fit, I thought he 
ſeemed to do it with a very good will; 
but the place being ſtrait, and I lying 
in all my clothes, made it hard work for 
me to get in. However, he ſtaid and 
helped me what he could, till I was 
ſettled in my new lodging. A few 
hours after I had plenty of company. 
As they crept under me they lifted me 
up, and when they were all placed in 
their reſpective lodgings, I perceived 

= ſome 
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ſome lay upon the boards under me. 
However, the cloſeneſs of the place, 
and the diſagreeable ſmell, with a fear 
which then ſeized my mind, that theſe 
creatures would do me ſome miſchief, 
had like to have quite overſet me, ſo 
that I was nigh fainting away, and 
ready to query, whether I ſhould hve 
till morning. In this great ſtrait the 
Lord appeared for my help. I ſen- 
ſibly felt ſtrength adminiſtered, and it 
aroſe in my mind, that thoſe I was 
afraid of would not hurt me. I be- 
lieved it was the truth, and in a little 
time, being much wearied, I fell into 
a ſound ſleep till morning. When I 
came upon deck, our poor men came 
to me, and complained of their hard 
lodgings, and what was worſe, the 
thoughts of a cloſe impriſonment when 
they ſhould come on ſhore. It made 
me ſorrowful to hear their complaints, 
for they had heard the priſoners fared 
very poorly. I ſpaxe as comfortably 
as I could, and exhorted them to live 
in the fear of the Lord. This day 
we came up with a veſſel bound for 
Plymouth, taken from the French by 

one 
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one of our ſhips of war. The French 
ſoon brought her to, boarded her, and 
brought all the men to us but one. 
The two officers were had into the 
cabin where we were. The captain 
being a man of very ſtrong paſlions, 
to be taken priſoner was almoſt more 
than he could bear: When they were 
ſate down, I ſaw he was almoſt over- 
come with grief, which I a little won- 
dered at. After ſome time I went and 
ſat by him, and ſaid I would not have 
him too much caſt down; trouble and 
diſappointment happened to all men, 
and this was what ſuch men as he 
might reaſonably expect. He ſaid 
nothing as I remember, but ſoon went 
out, and after a while came again with 
a Frenchman along with him, who 
could ſpeak Engliſh, and pretended 
great friendſhip to me, and requeſted 
that I would go along with him and 
the captain into a private place, for 
he was deſirous to have ſome diſcourſe 
with me. It did not ſeem to ſuit my 
inclination, but through their much 
importuning me, I went. When we 


were ſettled, the Engliſhman told me, 
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he had been attended with misfortune; 
even from his childhood, and thought 
he had been in a fair way of making 
his fortune, but he had met with this 
diſappointment, which was like to be 
a great loſs to him. He then began 
to talk about religion, and pred 
a great deſire in his heart to live in the 
fear of the Lord. He ſpoke highly 
of the ceremonies uſed amongſt them, 
mentioning baptiſm with water, and 
bread and wine, which they call the 
ſacrament. I told him we were not 
in the practice of uſing them, be- 
lieving hack ceremonies not to be eſ- 
ſential to ſalvation. He ſaid I was a 
ſtrange man, but finding myſelf not at 
all diſpoſed to have any farther diſ- 
courſe at that time, I deſired to with- 
draw. 


I was much favoured with ſtillneſs, and 

a ſweet compoſure of mind, which to m 
great comfort, I found did {ſtrengthen 
and fortify me againſt the aſſaults of the 
enemy, which '1 met with both in- 
wardly and outwardly. When J looked 
at my preſent ſituation, and what was 
likely 
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likely to be the conſequence, fearing 
I might be a ſtumbling- block in the 


way of many, and bring diſhonour to 


Truth, I was much caſt down, and 
did often cry, © Lord, if I had been 
« worthy, thou wouldit have preſerved 
« me out of the hands of ſuch un- 
% reaſonable men.” But the good 
Shepherd of Ifracl did caſt his mantle 
of love over me, and {tilled my crying, 
ſo that I was in a good degree made 
willing to ſubmit to what he ſhould 
ſee meet to ſuffer to come upon me. 
Whilſt I was here, fervent and ſtrong 
deſires were in my heart for thoſe I had 
left behind me, in many places, that 
they might be preſerved in the fear of 
the Lord. As to outward food, I eat 
very little ſeveral days. Many ſaid, 
I ſhould be fick, and often intreated 
me to eat; but I did not eat much, 
till J found I could take it both with 
freedom of mind, and a good appetite, 
which had been quite gone. The 
Frenchmen, as I trequently walked 
upon deck amongſt them, were be- 


come milder, and never offered to 


do me any harm, except one at the 
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firſt, and he was prevented from hurt- 
ing me. I alſo ſat, and walked often 
upon quarter deck, the officers all 
looking on me with a pleafant coun- 
tenance, except the captain, who, I 
ſuppoſe, took offence at my not con- 
forming to them when they went to 
prayers, which was twice a day. 


One evening, as we were ſitting in 
the cabin, a young Frenchman aſked 
the man of war's captain before men- 
tioned (pointing at me) concerning 
our principles. He told him, we were 
a ſtrange people; we both diſowned 
baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper. The 
Frenchman looked at me with diſdain, 
and then began to ſpeak much in be- 
half of both, laying great ſtreſs, eſpe- 
cially upon the latter; for he ſeemed 
a very zealous young man for their 
way. Then both joining, they came 
to a concluſion, that thoſe who were 
not in the practice of them, could not 
be ſaved. Their diſcourſe was in Latin, 
and though I am not a Latin ſcholar, 
I underſtood ſo much, that I gathered 
the purport of their diſcourſe. When 

they 
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they had done, I told the captain, he 
had done very e in e 0 
ſenting the le calle uakers to 
that +. He aſked, in —4 I told 
him, I underſtood he had been teliing 
him we diſowned baptiſm, and the 
ſupper. He ſaid, he underſtood by 
me, that we did not own the ſacra- 
ments. I told him, there was no ſuch 
word made uſe of in ſcripture, that 
I knew of; but baptiſm and the ſup- 
er were, and we owned and believed 
both to be eſſential to ſalvation. My 
mind was then opened concerning 
baptiſm, in the ſeveral paſſages of 
ſcripture, which ſtrengthen and con- 
firm it, that the baptiſm, which 1s 
ſaving, muſt needs be ſpiritual ; and 


if ſo, then no need of water: for the 


apoſtle ſaith, © One Lord, one faith, 
one baptiſm,” Eph. iv. 5. and that 
themſelves owned water to be but an 
outward and vilible ſign of an in- 
ward and ſpiritual grace, I was led 
on, till I came to that laſt ſupper or 
paſſover, which our Lord did partake 
of with his diſciples; and told them 
what our Lord then ſaid to his dif- 


ciples, 
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ciples, was, As often as ye do this, 
&« do it in remembrance of me, to 
ce ſhew forth my death until I come.” 
This was no commandment to per- 
petuate that outward ſupper, or paſſ- 
over; that being a Jewiſh ordinance, 
which he then had nigh finiſhed, when 
he nailed the hand-writing of ordinances 
to his croſs. But I told them, they 
might ſee in the Revelations of John, 
what he ſaid concerning his coming, 
where he ſaith, „ Behold I ſtand at 
„the door, and knock; and if any 
* man hear my voice, and open the 
„ door, I will come in to him, and 
„ ſup with him, and he with me.” 
Rev. iii. 20. It is this ſupper and 
coming we own, and in our meaſure 
artake of; for this was the commu- 
nion of the ſaints. Several ſcriptures 
opening then in my mind to confirm 
that baptiſm and ſupper, which are 
ſaving, to be ſpiritual ; and as bodil 
exerciſe profiteth little, ſo that whic 
is only outward and elementary, could 
not profit the ſoul. They heard me 
very patiently, and did not make any 
objections. Being pretty ealy, * 
them 
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them to have their diſcourſe to them- 
ſelves, that the officer might have 
opportunity to inform the man wha 
I had ſaid. | 


Now our confinement at ſea was 
nigh over, but as we came nigh in 
with the ſhore, we were chaſed by an 
Engliſh man of war, who came faſt 
up with us, and gave our men great 
expectations of being releaſed ; and 
indeed the Frenchmen expected no 
other than to be taken. 0 man 
prepared himſelf for removing, and 
was in great fear; but we were ſo near 
the rocks, the man of war durſt follow 
us no farther, only gave us one ſhot, 
which came over us, and then ſheered 
off. The great expectation our men 
were in of being retaken being diſap- 
pointed, made them more ſorrowful 
than before; but it did not much 
affect me, for I was now more recon- 
ciled in my mind, to bear with pati- 
ence what the Lord ſhould ſee meet 
to try me with. I had ſtrongly deſired 
before not to go to France, but in a 


few hours we came into a ſmall har- 
E bour 


E 


bour, with a fort at the entrance, and 
in it one ſhip of war. We did not 
land till next morning. This night 
I met with ſomething that was very 
unpleaſant to me, for the captain 
going on ſhore, and the men thinking 
all ſecure, when night came on, moſt 
of them went to reſt ; but the man of 
war's captain, and ſome of his men, 
as it afterwards appeared, had con- 
ſulted about cutting the veſſel out of 
the harbour. We had more hberty 
given this night than we had before. 
The two man of war's men, our cap- 
tain, and myſelf, were ordered to lie 
in the cabin. Riddell had lain in it 
before, but now he was to lie in the 
captain's hammock, being a favourite, 
and I in his bed; but he not accepting 
of it, I got in. This I perceived gave 

reat offence, therefore, to prevent 
further trouble, I ſoon quitted it, and 
fat me down by the man of war's cap- 
tain, who had go. to writing. 


I had by this time contracted ſuch 
an intimacy with him, that I could 


make bold to ſee what he was writing, 
without 
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without giving him any offence; and 
when I came to ſee what he was wri- 
ting, and found. it was only to ſpend 
time, it gave me ſome unealineſs, for 
it then began to be late. I did not 
ſuddenly ſay any thing to him, but 


took notice of his motions and looks, 


and ſaw his countenance was very 
much diſcompoſed. All began now 
to be very ſtill. None were up in the 
cabin but him and myſelf, and the 
young Frenchman before-mentioned, 
who kept guard, and he had no wea- 
pon in his hand. I aſked the captain 
if he was not for bed. He ſaid, he 
could not go to bed. I then told him, 
I would not have him think of makin 

any attempts to take the veſſel out of 
the harbour. He ſaid, he ſhould make 


no difficulty of it, if he had any body 


to ſtand by him. I ſignified, I thought 
it could not be done without much 
blood-ſhedding, if at all; and I ſhould 
be very ſorry to ſee any thing of that 
kind, though my liberty was as dear 
to me as any of theirs. He ſaid, I 


need not be afraid; no body would 
hurt me. I told him, that was more 


E 2 than 
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than he knew; for as I had been with 
them all the evening, they would think 
I had a hand in the plot, and fo J 
might loſe my life undeſervedly. 


] laid before him all the difficulties 
J was capable of, as that of lying 
under the fort, and their man of war 
a little diſtance off, with a very rocky 
harbour to get out of; all which ſeend 
to have but little effect on him. So 
I thought it was beſt to conſult my 
own ſafety; for if there was a ſkir- 
miſh, I ſhould, if I ſtaid there, be in 
the midſt of it. So I went down to 
my old lodgings; but could find no 
reſt for my body, my mind being very 
uneaſy, I therefore crept out again, 
all being ſtill in the ſhip, and but tew 
upon deck. I went into the cabin, 
where I found them as I leit them; 
but having a little more courage than 


before, I told the cantain I was re- 


ſolved to hinder any diſturbance, if 


I could; adding he ſurely was not in 
his right ſenſes to think of any ſuch 
thing, as his men, I ſuppoſed, knew 
nothing of it. He ſaid J was miſtaken, 
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for he had told one or two of them 
in the evening, and they would ac- 
quaint all the reſt, and he could have 
them all up in a tew minutes. 


It was now about midnight, and 
his men, I ſuppoſe, thinking it high 
time to get to work, came upon deck 
without calling, and ſeemed to be in 
high ſpirits, for they talked chearfully, 
and, I thought, gave ſeveral ſignals to 
their maſter, that they were ready. 


I was in a great ſtrait how to act, but 


thought it would be beſt to endeavour 
to keep peace if I could, having ſaid 
as much as was neceſſary. I therefore 
far me down cloſe by him, with an 
intent to lay hold of him it he offered 
to take up a weapon, which was very 
nigh at hand. Great ſtrugglings were 
in his mind, as he himſelt afterwards 
confeſſed. He often was juſt upon 
the point ; but the Lord, in his great 
mercy, did interpoſe, and my mind 
began to be calm and ſtill, and all fear 
was taken away. I then looking at 
him, ſaw his countenance became more 
compoſed and ſolid. I aſked him if he 

would 


1 J 


would not go to bed. He threw down 
his pen, and ſaid he would. The 
young Frenchman ſat by all this time, 
but perceived nothing of their deſign. 


The night was pretty far ſpent, and 
the men, who had walked the deck 
a conſiderable time, thinking nothing 
would be done, went down to their 
beds; and when I had ſeen the maſter 
ſettled in his, I lay me down upon a 
bulk head of the ſhip, which was ſo 
narrow, I could only lie upon my fide : 
there being nothing better in the cabin 
that I could find. But my mind being 
eaſy, after the pain it had been in, I 
fell aſleep. It was a very cold night, 
and the partition of our cabin was but 
canvals. When I awaked I was ſtiff, 
but I did not take cold. The Lord 
was pleaſed to preſerve me, though 
I often ſaid in my mind, I did not 
think myſelf worthy, and more eſpe- 
cially becauſe he had ſuffered this great 
exerciſe to come upon me; which, I 
ſeveral times was made ſenſible, would 
have been alight matter with him to have 
hindered, if he had ſeen meet. I often 


cried 
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dried to him in the ſecret of my heart, 
that if there was any iniquity lodging in 
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me, he would be pleaſed to take it 
away ; and if this my going was 
not conſiſtent with his will, that he 
would be pleaſed to ſhew me how, and 
wherein I have miſſed my way; that 
I might not bring a reproach upon the 
Truth, and a trouble and exerciſe 
upon his people. It was not long we 
had to ſtay amongſt this ſort of com- 
pany, for by that time the ſun was 
up, the captain, with ſeveral more 
ſuch as himſelf, came aboard; alſo 
two of their friars in their odd fort of 
dreſs ; I ſuppoſe to ſee what they could 
get in the —— 


When breakfaſt was over, as ſeveral 
of us were to be ſearched before they 
took their leave of us, thoſe appointed 
to do that buſineſs ſtaid in the cabin. 
The captain and ſeveral others went 
out, and I amongſt the reſt, but was 
ſoon called in again, for they ſearched 
me one of the firſt. When I came in, 
they told me, they wanted my money, 
I faid not much to them, but thought 

if 


1 49 ] 
if they had it they ſhould take it from 


me; ſo they began to ſearch me, and 
took what they could find (which was 
but one guinea in money) and all other 
things they found about me of any 
value; but my wearing clothes they 
gave me again. When they had ſcarch- 
ed me as long as they thought fit, 
they let me go, but they were not 
contented, for they had got it into 
their minds that I had a conſiderable 
ſum of money, and a gold watch; 
therefore I was no ſooner gone out, 
but they fetched me in again, and 
I was ſearched in every part where 
they thought any money could be con- 
cealed. 1 was ſo grieved with them, 
I could not hold my peace, but ſaid, 
they pretended to be gentlemen, and 
men of honour, but now they did not 
appear to be ſuch; for it was good 
works which made men truly honour- 
able; and as to what they could do to 
me, I ſaid, I was not afraid of. In- 
deed, all fear was taken away from 
me: I did not ſeem afraid of my lite, 
but whether I did well in telling them 


ſo, I afterwards queried ; for I thought 
that 


1 


that courage was only given me for 
my own ſupport, and not to laviſh 
away at that rate. However, I came 
off pretty well, for they let me put 
on and carry away as many clothes as 
ſerved to Keep me warm. 


We were on board eleven days, and 
then were landed near a town called 
Roſcone. When we came to it, many 
people were gathered to {ec us, amonglt 
whom was a mixture of black coats : 
two of them came to me, and one 
taking hold of my fleeve, aſked me, 
as I ſuppoſcd, what religion I was of, 
and whether 1 could ſpeak Latin. I 
rold them, as I was a priſoner, they 
had no buſineſs with me, and I did 
not incline to have any diſcourſe with 
them; therefore deſired they would 
not aſk me any more queltions. They 
turned off, ſaying, He is for no con- 
troverſy. If I had been aſked an 
honeſt queſtion concerning the ho 
that is in me, I believe I ſhould have had 
an anſwer according to Truth ; but 
pearls ought not to be caſt before 


{twine. 
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As ſoon as I had got quit of the 


two prieſts, there came a man to me, 
who ſeemed to be of ſome conſiderable 
account in the world, and ſaid, he 
was ſorry to ſce me there; but it was 
the fortune of war. He wiſhed me 
ſafe in England again. He went to 
one of his acquaintance who lived in 
the town, and after {ome diſcourſe, he 
came and invited me and Riddel, with 
the other two, to his houſe, and ſet 
before us ſuch as they had, and deſired 
us to eat and drink. There was alſo 
a woman in the houſe, much con- 
| cerned about our having to walk to 
Morlaix that night, which was twelve 
miles, and ſent to hire horſes, but 
none were to be had. She therefore 
gave ſtrict charge to the ſoldiers that 
conducted us, to hire horſes at the 
next place, and ſhe would pay the 
charge. I wiſh many may follow her 
example in being kind to ſtrangers ; 
for what ſhe did I thought was of great 
ſervice to me. The ſoldiers hired 
horſes for four of us when we came to 
the next town, which was four miles. 
This town was pretty large, and there 

were 
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were many ſpectators. That _ 
might have a full view of us, the fol- 
diers had us into a convenient place, and 
ſtood round us at a little diſtance. 
The people gathered ſo thick, they 
could ſcarce ftand one by another; 
and in this poſture they kept us abour 
half an hour. Then they had us to 
an inn, where we were put into a large 
chamber, and meat and drink were 
ſet before us. But before we were well 
ſar down, ſeveral men and women of 
the upper rank came in ; the rabble 


ſtayed moſtly below. 


Whilſt we were at meat, ſome of 
them turned up my coat laps, and 
examined what my clothes were made 
of as well as they could, and com- 
mended them for being good. They 
ſeemed not to take ſo much notice of 
any as they did of me; often pointing 
at me, ſaying, I was a miniſter, a prieſt. 
Several gay women fat behind the 


table, where they had opportunity to 


look at me as much as they pleaſed. 
They were very light and airy, which 
I ſhewed ſome diſlike to, and told 
them had heard the French uſed 
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good manners, and knew how to be- 
have well; but it could not be ſaid ſo 
of them, for it was not good manners 
to come into our room without leave, 
and when they were in, not to be— 
have ſoberly and well. I ſoon per- 
ceived J had an interpreter, for ſome 


informed the reit; upon which they 
left the room, and it was ſoon pretty 
clear. After them came in ſcveral 
young men, who both looked and be- 
haved well. I had nothing in my 
mind againſt being free, and looking 
pleaſantly on them ; for this, when 


ſeaſonable, hath a good effect. 


The next place we came to of any 
account was Morlaix; it was night 
when we got in, and we were obliged 
to ſtand and fit in the ſtrect, till they 
got orders. from the commiſſary what 
to do with us. I thought the time 
very long, more on account of our 

oor men than mylelt ; for they had 
walked till they ſweated, and ſome of 
them were ill. Jo ſit in the ſtreet an 
hour or more, in a cold night, I thought 
was almoit enough to give them their 
death. 


among them underſtood Engliſh, and 
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death. When orders came, they were 
to take us to priſon; but a merchant, 
one Forney, who was agent of the 
prizes, met us in the ſtreet, and took 
Riddel, the two man of war's men, 
and myſelf, to a tavern, where we had 
what we pleaſed to call for, but not 
at the cheapeſt rate. Our landlord 
was an Iriſhman, and I perceived had 
a very good opinion of himſelf. 


After we had ſupped, and he had 
informed himſelf what I was, he en- 
tertained us with a diſh of as unſavoury 
diſcourſe about religion as I thought 
J had ever heard, and what made it 
more irkſome, he held it very long. 
He fetched a book, out of which he 
{aid he taught his children, and as he 
read, fome "of our people were lo weak 
as to commend 1t, which made him 
more eager. I do not remember that 
either anſwered any of his queſtions, 
or made any objections to what he 
ſaid; but when he told me, he in- 
tended to bring ſome of my brethren 
to fee me, meaning the prieſts, for he 
laid they would like to have ſome diſ- 
courſe with me; J told him he need 

| not 
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not bring any there upon my account 
for I did not want any of their com- 
pany : ſo that was put an end to, for 
they never came to me while I ſtaid 


in Morlaix. Whilſt I was here, the 


young man came to ſee me, who took 
care of me the firſt night I lodged 
aboard the privatcer, and ſaluted me 
in a very friendly manner. This young 
man took more notice of me than any 
other all the time I was aboard, and 
when they were ſtripping and ſearching 
me, he ſtamped upon the deck, and 
ſhewed great reſentment, as Riddel 
told me, and knowing he had not 
wronged me, could chearfully come 
to ſee me; but the others, who had, 
did not care to ſee me, and though 
I often met them in the ſtreet, they 
endeavoured to ſhun me, and would 
not look me in the face if they could 
avoid it. I thought it was a brave 
thing to have a conſcience void of 
offence both towards God and men. 


We were brought before one of 
their chief officers, called the com- 
miſſary, to have our names entered, 
and ſuch as could not find bail, muſt 
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g0 to priſon. This man and his wife 
took great offence at my hat being in 
its place, as likewiſe did the com- 
miſſary at Roſcone, who was an old 
man, and ill of the gout, upon his 
bed. But ſeveral capital people of the 
town being preſent, he was much diſ- 
pleaſed, becaule I did not give them 
that honour which was none of their 
due. When I had given in my name, 
[ ſoon quitted the room. This com- 
miſſary was a young man, and ſeveral 
were in the room with him. I had 


not aſked any body to be bail for me, 


for I was caſy, and the thoughts of 
the priſon did not terrify me, though 
we had heard a very diſmal account of 
it; however Forney, whom I mentioned 
before, atter he had called Riddel aſide, 
and aſked him concerning me, ven- 
tured to be bail for me. I ſtaid a 
little while in the room after our people 
were withdrawn, and looked at the 
great man as he fat in his chair, and 
thought his countenance was ſome- 
what milder, and he ſpake pretty 
kindly to me when we parted. It was 
laid, he was very bitter againſt all the 
Engliſh, 
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Engliſh, and had uttered many harſh 
expreſlions againſt them; but his glaſs 
was then almoſt run, for he lived but 
a little while after this. 


Forney, who had paſſed his word 
for me, being agent, had my papers 
and letters, which I tound he did not 
chuſe to part with, except my certifi- 
cate and letter of credit, and another 
paper or two, which he did not think 
worth while to keep. I perceived he 
was a ſelfiſh man, for after he under- 
ſtood my little money that I ſhould 
want was not to come through his 
hands, he came to me, and with an 
unpleaſant tone told me, he would not 
ſtand bound for me any longer. 1 
ſaid, I did not intend to give him any 
offence in employing another to do 
my buſineſs: viz. Charles Serman- 
ſon, a merchant, who was of great 
{ervice to me atte: wards, when I came 
to be acquainted with him. When 
he heard Forney would not be bound 
for me any longer, he ſaid, he would 
be bound for me, as freely as he 
would for his own brother. S0 I 

Rd, was 
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| 5 was ſtill kept out of priſon, Whilſt 


we were here we were examined at the 
admiralty office, where they aſked 
many queſtions, and I thought, it I 
had been enough aware of them, I 
ſhould have come better off than I did. 
Before they had us into the room where 
we were examined, they had ſomethin 
of the form of an oath. I told them 
[ could not take it, being againſt our 
rinciples. After ſome diſcourſe about 
it, they, not being willing to let me 
paſs without examining, had me into 
their room, and aſked me my name 
and place of abode, whether I was 
married, and what children; to which 
] anſwered. They aſked what pre- 
parations were making in England for 
war? To which I anſwered, as I did 
not concern myſelf about ſuch things, 
I ſhould ſay nothing about them. He 
aſked other queſtions about the manner 
of our being taken, and what. was- 
taken from me, and about our ſhip 
and cargo. Then after a pretty lon 
pauſe, he ſaid, now I have ſome clots 
queſtions to aſk you, but you muſt 
not be angry. I was ſilent, not know- 


ing 
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ng how I ſhould come off. He then 


aſked me, whether I was a miniſter ? 
J faid, I did not chuſe to be put under 
that denomination. He ſaid, what 
then ? I told him, my buſineſs, when 
at home, was to look after and feed 
cattle, and ſuch in our country were 
called graziers. He aſked me what 
I was going to do in Pennſylvania ? 
I faid, to viſit my friends. Whether 
I knew any body there? I ſaid I was 
acquainted with but a few. Whether 
I was ſent by the Quakers? I told 
him, I was not; though I had their 
approbation therein. He then aſked 
me, whether or no the Quakers would 
fight if they were attacked by an ene- 
my? I ſaid, it was not my bulineſs 
then to tell him whether they would 
or not; it was enough for me to an- 
ſwer for myſelf. Then ſaid he, If you 
were ſmitten on one cheek, would not 
you turn the other? Or, it they took 
away your coat, would not you give 
them your cloke alſo? I laid, it was ſo 
in Scripture, but I had not freedom 


at that time to anſwer thoſe queſtions. 
we” | He 
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He aſked me no more queſtions at that 
time, that I remember, 


About this time I ſuffered much in 
my ſpirit ; the reaſon is beſt known to 
the Lord. I was heavy and ſorrowful 
in my mind both night and day for 
ſome time, and much afraid, leſt 1 
ſhould bring diſhonour to Truth by my 
unfaithfulneſs, or ſome ſlip or other that 
I had made or might make, for want of 
care and watchfulneſs, in that ſtrange 
land, ſeparated from my brethren, and 
deprived of all outward help and com- 
fort. But this to me was a profitable 
ſeaſon, for I found the fear of the 
Lord, which was then in my heart, 
did preſerve me from evil, and falling 
into temptation. 'Thoug h ſuch com- 
pany as I had was Do unpleaſant to 
me, and I thought myſelt unfit for 
converſation ; wy when by honeft in- 
quirers, I was aſked queſtions con- 
cerning our faith and principles, I was 
helped, in the openings of Truth, to 
give them an anſwer concerning the 
hope that was in me: ſcriptures freely 
opening, and all things brought to my 

G 2 remem- 


1 


remembrance, ſufficient to put to ſi- 
lence, and ſtop the mouths of gain- 
ſayers. 


Whilſt I ſtaid in Morlaix, Charles 
Sermanſon (before mentioned) who 
often invited me to his houſe, one even- 
ing, as we were in diſcourſe, aſked 
me, why I went abroad in ſuch trou- 
bleſome times? I told him, I believed 
it to be my duty; for nothing elſe 
would have induced me to leave all 
that were near to me in this world, as 
wife and children, but a ſenſe of duty 
to God, and obedience to what I be- 
lieved he required of me; for as to 
outward gain or advantage, 1 had 
nothing ot that in my view, for ſuch 
as have freely received, mult freely 
give. 


Thus ſetting forth the nature, call, 
and qualification of the true miniſtry, 
I ſaw it had ſome reach upon him and 
his wife, who ſat by, and deſired that 
he would interpret to her what J ſaid. 
When ſhe underſtood I had left a wife 
and chilaren behind me, ſhe ſaid that 

could 
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could not be conſiſtent with the will 
of God. I ſignified, ſhe did not con- 
ſider Chriſt ſaith, * He that loveth 
« father or mother, wife or children, 
C houſes or lands, more than me, 1s not 
« worthy of me.” I took the liberty 
to reprove her huſband, tor taking the 

reat and ſacred name in vain, which 
I ſuppoſe made ſome alteration in his 
countenance. She then aſked him what 
I ſaid. When he told her, ſhe ſaid, 
I had done well, for that was his great 
weakneſs, and ſhe hoped he would 
take notice of it. I ſaid, by turning 
our minds to the light of Chriſt in 
our hearts, which reproveth {or ſin, 
as we came to yield obcdience to it, 
we ſhould be helped to overcome our 
weakneſſes, She ſaid I was a faint, 
and had overcome the temptations of 
the world. I ſaid, what ] am, it is 
by grace. I have nothing to boaſt of, 
and by grace I am ſaved out of many 
temptations of the world; yet was a 
man of like paſſions, and liable to 
many weakneſſes, as they were; and 
was no longer fate than whilſt I kept 
upon my watch, My mind was open- 
ed 


—— — 
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ed to point out to them the way of 
ſalvation, ſcripture being brought to 
confirm the ſufficiency, work, and 
operation of the grace of God, upon 
the hearts of the children of men; 
with the ſaving help there is in it, as 
it is yielded obedience unto. It was 
a ſeaſonable opportunity. Finding 
freedom, I let him ſee the certificate 
I had from my friends. When he had 
read it, he ſaid, he liked it very well. 
I told him ſomething of the good 
order we had amongſt us, which he 
ſeemed to approve well of; but ſaid, 
he could but admire that I ſhould 
take ſo much pains, without any view 
of outward advantage. I told him, 
what I had ſaid was the truth. He 
ſaid, he did believe it was, But, ſaid 
he, our prieſts would not go acrols 
that room without being paid. 


Perceiving that what had already paſ- 
{ed had ſome good effect, for the man 
was very loving, and his underſtanding 
meaſurably opened, to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the true and falſe miniſters, I 
took my leave for that time, and went 

to 
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to my quarters, which was at a tavern, 
where I was for ſeveral days, and had 
much company of divers forts, As 
I appeared to them ſomewhat ſingular, 
they wanted to know what I was, and 
ſuch as could ſpeak Engliſh would 
aſk me queſtions ; and as I found free- 
dom I anſwered them. One came as 
I was ſitting in a room, there being 
a pretty deal of company, and aſked 
why the Quakers would not fight ? 
I told him, the weapons of the pri- 
mitive believers were not carnal, but 
ſpiritual, and mighty, through faith, 
to the pulling down ſin, and the ſtrong 
holds of Satan; and ſuch as are now 
come under the peaceable government 
of the great King of Kings (who ſaid, 
if his kingdom had been of this world, 
then his ſervants would have tought) 
cannot fight with carnal weapons, 
though there may ſcem as great a 
neceſſity, as there was when our Lord 
was like to be delivered to the Jews, 
] had to open ſeveral paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, which ſet forth the peaceable 
government of Chriſt, who came nat 
to deſtroy men's lives, but to fave 

them; 
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it was in the evening, and he taking 
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them; and that it was not the lamb's 
nature to tear and devour, but the 
wolf's. This opportunity was ſea— 
ſonable, the people were very ſtill and 
attentive. He that aſked me this 
queſtion had often been with me, and 
had aſked many queſtions, but was 
now filent, and ſeemed to go away 
ſatisfied; for the power of God was 
over them at that time. 


After ſome time, I, with ſome others 
who were priſoners at large, was or- 
dered into the country about thirty 
miles, to a town called Carhaix. 
Charles Sermanſon ſupplied me with 
what money I wanted, and alſo re- 
commended me to a friend of his 
there, one John Grace, a counſellor 
at law, who, during my ſtay, ſhewed 
ſeveral tokens of his regard and hearty 
friendſhip, after he and I came to 


be acquainted ; though I may ſay 


with ſafety, I never 1ought his, nor 
any other's favour, by any indirect 
means, or in a way Truth did not ad- 
mit of. When I went to his houſe, 


the 


7 


D's the letter with his hat off, made a 
he bow, but I not returning it as he 
a- expected, he with an earneſt look, 
ad and ſomewhat of an unpleaſant tone, 


ſaid, I might go to the tavern, and 
he would come to me in the morning. 
He did ſo, and told me, as I had been 
recommended to his care by his good 
friend Charles Sermanſon, he would 
do the beſt he could in providing me 
a private lodging; and any other ſer- 
vice he could do me, which lay in his 
power, {ſhould not be wanting. I told 
him, I was obliged to him, and was 
glad to find him, and ſome others of 
his countrymen, ſo well diſpoſed as 
to be kind to ſtrangers; and as I was 
a ſtranger, and alſo a priſoner, I ſhould 
be olad of his aſſiſtance. He ſaid, he 
was glad he had the opportunity of 
aſſiſting his fellow- creatures, for he 
looked upon it to be no more than his 
duty. Then we walked into the town, 
where he provided me a chamber, and 
I had every thing found me that was 
neceſſary. My new landlord took great 
notice of my behaviour, and, I ſup- 
Pole, at firſt did not know how to 
| H behave 
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behave himſelf towards me, that 1 
might not be offended ; for being poor, 
he was glad of a little money. He 
could ſpeak no Engliſh, and I but 
little French, ſo we could have no 
converſation ; but he told one of the 
Engliſhmen, who ſpoke French, that 
I did him good, though he could not 
underſtand me. He was a peruke- 
maker by trade, and when he had lett 
work in the evenings, he and his wite 
would come and fit with me a con- 
ſiderable time in filence ; which was 
not difagreeable to me: for ſome- 


times, I believe, we were favoured. 


ith good, when we fat in ſilence. 
His wife was a religious woman, and 
of a ſolid ſober behaviour, ſo tar as 
I ever ſaw. I ſtaid in their houſe 
three months, and then took lodg- 
ings in another place; three young 
men in like circumſtances with my- 
ſelf, deſiring very much to be with 
me, and they not having room for 
us all, I lett them. As the young 
men behave well, their company was 
agreeable; two of them being triends 


ſons, though wer did not in many 


things 
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take up the crols as they ought to have 
done, yet their behaviour to me was 
ſuch, as gained my love and affection. 
One of them ſoon after died in the 
French priion, being, when taken, upon 
his paſſage to Rhode. Iſland, where 
his parents lived, at whoſe houſe 1 
afterwards Was, and found them very 
ſorrowful, tor they had loſt three of 
their ſons, two at fea, and one in pri- 
fon. As theſe things affected and made 
ſome impreſſions upon my mind, I 
made a few remarks. 


John Grace, the counſellor, after 
a little while, became very loving, 
and had me often to his houſe, 1t 


not being far from my lodgings, 


and 1 found myſelf very free to 

converſe with him, and told him in 
freedom at one time, if he had any 
thing in his mind to aſk concerning 
our ſociety or principles, I would have 
him be quite tree, tor I ſhould be 
willing to anſwer honeſtly according to 
the beſt of my underſtanding. He 

ſaid, he underſtood we did not baptiſe 
with water. I told him, the apoſtle 
H 2 Paul 
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Paul ſaith, 
* faith, one baptiſm ;” and water, how 
or by whomſoever adminiſtered, 1s 
only ſufficient to put away the filth 
of the fieſh, but not able to waſh away 
the ſin of the foul. The ſame apoitle 
ſaid, He was not ſent to baptiſe,“ 
(he there muſt be underſtood with 
water) „but to preach the goſpel, 
„ which is the power that baptiſeth 
into the one Spirit.” He turther 
ſaith concerning himſelf, that he was 
not awhit behind the chiefeſt of the 
apoſtles; yet he thanks God, he had 
baptiſed no more than the few he re- 
cites, which he would not have done, 
if baptiſm with water had been the 
one baptiſm eſſential to ſalvation. He 
ſaid, he thought there ought to be 
ſomething done to children by the 
miniſter, to initiate them into the 
church. I ſaid, as to our not being in 


the practice of ſprinkling children with 


water, or ſigning chem with the ſign 
of the croſs, as it was not ſcriptural, 
we could not be . blamed for 
being in the diſuſe of He then 
laid, it he at firlt hd” put on the 
prieſt's 


«© There is one Lord, one 
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prieſt's gown, inſtead of that he then 
wore, he ſhould have thought it his 
buſineſs to have ſearched more into the 
Scriptures. I told him, I took him to 
be a man of that underſtanding, as very 
well to know, it ought to be every 
one's buſineſs to ſearch into the things 
that belong to their own peace, He 
faid it was true, but they had men 
who were learned, whom they paid, 
and he looked upon theſe to be his 
teachers, and as tor him, he was but 
a hearer, and if they deceived him, it 
would be the worle for themieives ; 
they could not deceive God. I faid, 
it was true, they could not; but as 
the ſalvation of the ſoul is a thing of 
lo great moment, we ihould not have 
our dependence upon others, and as 
to teachers, we might know them by 
their fruits; for, according to Chrift's 
own words, „men do not gather 
grapes ot thorns, nor hgs of thiſtlies.““ 
He turther faith to his miniſters, 
* freely you have received, freely 
„give.“ As to thoſe of polluted lips, 
I thought they could nut profit the 
people at all. He faid, there was no 
Scrip— 
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Scripture that forbad marrying, and 
he thought their prieſts wrong in that 

for they did not keep themſelves 
chaſte, but deluded and deceived many 
poor young women. I ſaid, it was 
great pity any ſhould be deprived of 
the benefit of the Scriptures, for all 
ought to have liberty to try all things, 
that they may hold faſt that which is 
good; for it is dangerous pinning 
their faith upon other men's {leeves : 
„ if the blind lead the blind, they 
will both fall into the ditch.” He 
then ſaid, he ſhould be glad to read 
ſome of our authors, which I gave 
him ſome expectations of ſending, it 
I lived to return home. 


Some time after this, he ſent for me 
to dine with him, when I expected he 
would have had ſome prieſts with him, 
but he had not; though he told me 
he had invited one of their clergymen 
to dine with him, and acquainted him 
I was to be there, but he deſired to 
be excuſed, alledging, he thought I 
ſhould be offended with his company. 
I ſaid I ſhould not, if he was a reli- 

gious 
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vious ſober man. I was not had before 
the commiſſary or chief magiſtrate, at 
my firſt coming here, with the reſt of 
the priſoners, but this counſellor gave 
in my name, and when they went to 
receive the government's allowance, I 
went, not having enough to ſupport 
me without. But hearing the com- 
miſſary had uttered ſome very bitter 
expreſſions againſt the Quakers, and 
me in particular, for not putting off 
my hat, as he had obſerved, when 
I met him in the ſtreet, I had an in- 
clination to pay him a viſit, which I 
acquainted a young man with, who 
could interpret for me. We found the 
commiſſary in the ſtreet. The young 
man told him, I was come to ſee him, 
or pay him a viſit. He looking earn- 
eſtly at me, after a pauſe, took us into 
a room, and before I could ſay any 
thing to him, aſked me, why I did 
not put off my hat? I told him, un- 
covering our heads was what we did 
when we prayed and addreſſed the 
Almighty ; but to do it to our fellow- 
creatures was againſt our conſciences. 


The 
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The anſwer, though ſhort, I per- 


the Holy Ghoſt; and as to little chil- 
dren, they are heirs of the kingdom 


of heaven without water, or the help 
of any mortal man. I told him, I had | 
heard he ſaid ſomething againſt me, | 


but I came in good will to pay him a 
friendly viſit, for I had a mind to ſpeak 
with him myſelf. He 'then took me 
by the hand, ſaying, he would not do 
me any hurt, but all the ſervice that 
lay in his power. I took my leave of 
him with thankfulneſs, that truth had 
thus far prevailed, and the young man 
was. well ſatisfied; for he was ſome- 
what in fear before we went, having 


heard what the commiſſary had faid 


concerning me. Ever after, when J 
met with him, he looked pleaſantly, 


_ ceived ſatisfied him, for his haughty 15 
countenance fell, and he then ſpake 
mildly, and ſaid, he had heard we did 
not baptiſe our children. I ſaid, we 
did not uſe water-baptiſm. What do 2 
you then, ſaid he, inſtead of water? 
I ſaid,” the one baptiſm, which we be- 7 
lieve to be ſaving and eſſential to ſal- | 
vation, 1s ſpiritual, that of fire and | 
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and I believe never any more took 
offence at my hat. 


Charles Sermanſon, whilit I was 
here, wrote me ſeveral kind letters; 
and mine, which I wrote to England, 
he took care to ſend to his correſpon- 
dent in London; by whom alſo my 
letters from home were ſafely conveyed 
to me, which made my confinement 
much the eaſter, as I could often hear 
from my wife and family, and they 
from me. After I had been confined 
about five months, I was releaſed ; my 
paſſport coming to hand, I ſhewed it 
to John Grace, and he went with me 
to the commiſſary, who readily ſigned 
it, expreſſing his gladneſs that I had 
got my liberty, and was going to my 
tamily. He alſo gave leave to ſeveral 
of my fellow-priſoners, who were de- 
ſirous ta accompany me to Morlaix. 
The 23d of the 4th month I took my 
leave of the counſellor and his family, 
with divers others, both French and 
Engliſh, who came to ſee me in a very 
affectionate manner. When I came 
to Morlaix, I found a Dutch veſſel 
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bound to Oſtend. Charles Sermanſon 
agreed with the maſter to ſet me upon 
the Engliſh coaſt, if the wind would 
permit, which happened well the 28th 
of the 4th month 1757. 


When I came to London, I found 
ſeveral friends very glad to ſee me, 
having had a near ſympathy with me 
in my exerciſes; and I faw the Lord 
had been my helper and deliverer, in 
that he had been pleaſed to bring me 
ſafe to my native land; and not only 
ſo, but I found friends as nearly united 
to me as ever; which was a great 
comfort. For I had been afraid, left 
they ſhould ſtand at a diſtance from 
me; but magnificd be the Great Name 
for evermore, I found all well in that 
reſpect, and hkewile when I came to 
my own habitation, which was on the 
11th of the gth month 1757. 


J foon ſet out gain for the yearly 
meeting in London, which began the 
28th of the 5th n. onth this year. My 
brother Maw, and two other friends, 
accompanied me, It was believed I 
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was intending to proceed again to 
America; but I could ſay little to it 
when aſked, till the ycarly meeting 
was over, and friends noſtiy gone out 
of town. I was then made ſenſible, it 
was my duty again to mae prepa ation 
to ſet forward; a ſhip being near 
ready to lail tor Philadelphia. I then 
acquainted friends wich it, who left 
me to my liberty, exp reſſed their unity 
with it, and made all things as eaiy 
for me as they could. For which my 
ſpirit was bowed in thankfulneſs, to 
the great, good, and wiſe Diſpoſer of all 
things, who can diſpoſe the minds of 
his people as he ſceth meet; and who 
ever will, I believe, make way for all 
that put their truſt in him, that his 
requirings may be 1n all things duly 
aniwered. I took my leave of my 
wife and family in a ſolemn manner, 
not knowing I ſhould ſee them again 
in mutabiliry. I alſo ſettled my out- 
ward affairs in ſuch order as I thought 
might be for the beſt. 


The 19th of the 6th month 1757, 
I left London, ſeveral friends accom- 
12 panying 
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panying me to Graveſend. The vefiel 
being juſt ready to fail, I took leave 
of friends, and followed her in a {mail 
veſicl as far as the Nore, two of my 
kind friends ſtill accompanying me, 
viz. John Sherwin and Thomas Wag- 
ſtaffe. I went on board the ſhip, and 
they returned to London. We arrived 
in the Downs the 21ſt, and waited for 
a convoy, it being a time when much 
ſhipping were taken by the French. 
The people were not willing to go 
without men of war. 


I went on ſhore while here, and 
found a ſwall family o: very ſenſible 
friends, of which 1 was glad. The 
23d we weighed anchor, being 1n all 
about ſixty fail, We loſt fight of 
land the 8th of the 7th month, had 
a good paſſage, and in ten weeks from 
London we got fate to Philadelphia. 
Here I found ſeveral friends from 
Europe in the ſervice of Truth. We 


were truly glad to ſce each other, and 


had comfortable meetings together : 
bleſſed be the name of the Lora! 1 
have great caule to be truly thankful, 

and 


N 
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1nd in humble reverence, to proce his 
great and everlaſting name, 


e or man 

i deliverances both by ſca and land. [ 
y map in truth ſay, his name hath been 

A to me a ſtrong tower, and thither [ 
have run and ſound ſafety. For though 
dhe ſuffers his to be tried, as in the 
d furnace of affliction, he will not leave 
r nor forſake them; but his arm hath 
h IX bcen made bare for their deliverance, 
1. and he hath granted them the petition 
o of their fouls. Glory and honour be 


given to him, and that for evermore | 
ſtaid in and about Philadelphia till 


the yearly meeting was Over, 


d 
e 
e The 5th of the gth month 1757, 
1 [3 1 went into Eaſt Jerſey, John Pem- 
f |* berton accompanying me. We had 
| a meeting at Haddonheld ; thence to 
1 Cheſter, and had a meeting there alſo, 
both to good ſatis faction. We lodged 
at Edmund Holinhead's, ancl on firft 
day were at Eveſham meeting, which 
was attended with the ſeaſoning virtue 
and power of Truth. We went that 
night to Burlington, and attended the 
mont. iy mecting on ſecond day, which 
thought 
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I * was to general ſatisfaction. 
»Ilodged at Joha,Smith's, , a ſubſtantial 
friend, and a very ſervicẽaßf in 


the ſociety. Here John PEmberton 
lett me. 


I went next day to Ancocas, it being 
the tourth of the tenth month, and 
third of the week, We had a meeting 
there, which was hard in the begin- 
ning, and dull; but that pirit of 
earthly mindedneſs, which Had too 
much prevailed, was teſtihed againſt, 
and truth, I think, did in a good de- 
gree ipring up over all: prayicd be tlie 
great name for ever | The- fourth of 
the week, accompanied by another 
friend, had two meetings at Mount 


Holly, both to pretty good ſatisfaction :. 


we lodged at Joſiah Foſter's. Fifth 
day we had a meeting at a ſchool-houſe, 
which was large, and though it held 
long, the people were very quiet: 
we lodged at Will:ani Smith's, Sixth 
day we had a meeting at Old Spring- 
held ; firſt day at Mansfield. It was 
a large meeting, but the minds of 
the pcople hankcring much after 
words, 
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words, the ſpring oF life, that had run 


through me, being in a great meaſure - 
ſtopt, a cloud came and covered m 
tabernacle. I ſaw it was ſafeſt to ſtand 
ſtill. We lodged at Peter Harvey's, 
a kind and ſteady friend. 


Next day, the ſecond of the week, 
and tenth of the month, we had a 
meeting at a ſchool-houſe in the neigh- 
bourhood, which was ſmall, but in 
ſome degree ſatisfactory: we lodged at 
William Smith's: had a meeting at 
Upper Springfield on third day; at 
Freehold on fourth; Croſwick's on 
fifth; Borden town on ſixth; and 
Trenton on firſt day : we lodged here 
at William Morris's. From thence to 
Stoney Brook, and had a meeting on 
the ſecond day of the week, and 17th 
of the month. We lodged at James 
Clark's. In this place they had been 
hurt, and ſcattered in their minds; as 
alſo in ſeveral other places, where there 
had been a ſtriving, and a dividing 
ſpirit got in. From thence we went 
to Robins's meeting on third day, 
which was. not ſo fatisfaftory as could 
7 7 5 have 


93-1 


have been deſired ; ſome being reſt- 
leſs, the meeting holding long. 


We went from thence to Squan, 
and had a meeting there on fifth day 
amongſt a company of poor dark 
people. Then to Shrewſbury the 
twenty-ſecond of the tenth month, 
where was a meeting for miniſters and 
elders. The meeting on firſt day was 
very large, and, conſidering the great 
numbers of people of all ranks, was 
quiet. Second day it was a good ſolid 

meeting, Truth prevailing over all: 
praiſes be given to the Great Name for 
ever. The Son of Righteouſneſs did 
ariſe with healing in his wings, and 
my foul was delivered, as out of the 

It; for I had been ready to deſpair, 
and thought I] ſhould have been over- 
come by the enemy. Great horror 
and darkneſs was over my underſtand- 
ing for a time; but the Lord did fend 
his light, and his truth, and cauſed it 
to ſhine upon my tabernacle; and I 
had to declare of his mercy and good- 
nels towards the children of. men, and 
to invite them to come and ſee for 


them- 


11 

themſelves, what great things the Lord 
will do for them that truſt in him. 
This great meeting ended well, and 
I was truly thankful to the great 
Maſter of our ãſſemblies. We lodged 
at Joſcph Wardal's, a worthy friend. 


On third day we came back to Croſ- 
wick, and lodged at Thomas Middle- 
ton's. Next day to widow Andrews's, 
where my companion was taken ill. 
Here I left him, after ſtaying one 

night, and went to Haddenheld with 

Iſaac Andrews, and lodged at his 
houſe one night, and ſo to Philadel- 
phia, where I ſtaid till their quarterly 
meeting. We had ſeveral comfortable 
opportunities together. John Hunt 
and Chriſtopher Wilſon were here, and 
had good ſervice. I ſtaid about Phi- 
ladelphia, attending meetings as they 
came in courſe, both for worſhip and 
diſcipline, until the fifteenth of the 
eleventh month, when I ſet out to- 
wards the ſouthern provinces, Tho- 
mas Lightfoot accompanying me. We 
went to Cheſter, and were at their 
youtin's quarterly meeting, which was 
a time 
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a time to be remembered by many of 
us. 


We viſited the meetings through 
Cheiter county, till we came to Not. 
tingham, and were at the monthly 
meeting, John Hunt from England 
alſo being there. It was a ſuffering 
time to me, I being ſenſible many 
were worſhipping only i in the outward | 
court, whoie dwelling was in the form 
without the power, ſuch cauſe ſuffer- 
ing to the true ſeed, I ſtaid meeting 
with them on firſt day, and was led to | 
ſpear cloſely to ſeveral ftates, and left 
them pretty ealy in mind. I lodged 
at John Churchman's, and had a mect- 
ing at Weſt-Nottingham on third day; 
at Little Britain on fourth day, where 
leveral of the Preſbyterians came in, 
with their prieſt, who tock down in 
writing what I ſad; though I per. 
celved not that he was writing, till 
had nigh done ſpeaking. When I ſat 
down, molt of them went out, but 
he ſtaid; and, alter a ſhort ſpace, I 
had to ſay, The time ſhall come, 
„wen the dead ſhall hear the voice 
&« of 
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c of the Son of God ; or they that are 
« dead in forms; and they that hear 
« and obey ſhall live; and that Chriſt 
« js the reſurrection, and the life, and 
&« he that liveth and beheveth in him, 
« though he 1s dead, yet ſhall he 
« live.“ I did not enlarge much upon 
it; but the meeting broke up in a 
good degree of life, and the prieſt 
went off with his company. Friends 
thought there was no danger of any 
ill coming of it, but I was afraid, leſt 


Truth ſhould ſuffer. 


I rode that evening after meeting 
to William Downing's, who had a 
large family, with whom we had a 
good opportunity. Thence we came 
to Sudſbury, where I had a meeting, 
and in the openings of truth, had 
cloſely to ſpeak to the ſtates of many. 
From thence I went to Lampiter, where 
I had two meetings; and ſo to Lan- 
caſter, and had a meeting with the few 
friends that lived there. We lodged 
at Iſaac Whitelock's ; and after having 
a meeting at James Wright's, we 
croſſed the river Suſquehannah, and 

of went 
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went to York, where a few friends 
dwelt, and had a meeting among them, 
We quartered at Nathan Huſley's. 


Our next meeting was at Newbury; 
it was ſilent, but to my ſatisfaction. 
We paſſed through Warrington, but 
had no meeting, 1t being the youth's 
quarterly meeting at Huntington, 
where we had an edifying time toge- 
ther. We had alfo meetings at Mu- 
nallin, John Evans's, Pike Creek, 
Byſh Creek, and Mincorkeſa. Then 
croſſing Patomack, we came into Vir- 
ginia, to Fairfax ; where we had a 
meeting on the ſecond day of the week, 
and twelfth of the twelfth month. It 
was a good meeting, Truth having the 
dominion : magnified be the great 
name of Ifrael's God, and that for 
evermore ! We lodged at Mary Je- 
ney's, a diſcreet orderly woman, who 
had ſeveral ſober well-inclined chil- 
dren. From hence we went to Gooſe 
Creek, and had a meeting on third 
day : it was well. On fourth day we 
had a meeting at David Pole's, ſeve- 
ral friends accompanying us. I had 

| a tra- 
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a travail in ſpirit, that Truth might not 
loſe ground; finding a ſpirit of eaſe had 
greatly prevailed in many of the pro- 
feſſors of Truth, to the ſorrow of the 
honeſt-hearted. We left David Pole's 
houſe on fifth day, and rode over the 
Blue Ridge, or Blue Mountains, where 
the Indians had done much miſchief, 
by burning houſes, killing, deſtroy- 
ing, and carrying many away captives z 
but friends had not hitherto been hurt : 
yet ſeveral had left their plantations, 
and fled back again over the Blue 
Mountains, where the lands had been 


rightly purchaſed of the Indians. 


Things ſeemed dreadful, and ſeveral 
hearts ready to fail. We procceded 
on our journey, and came within fix 
miles of Wincheſter, where the Engliſh. 
had a fort. On ſixth day we had a 
meeting at Hopewell, which was an 
open time. I found my mind much 
engaged for the poor ſutfering people, 
but had to tell them, their greateſt 
enemies were thoſe of their own houſes. 
The meeting ended well. We lodged 
at Joſeph Lupton's, an ancient _ 

who 
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who with his wife was very loving to us. 
The Indians had Killed and carried away 
ſeveral within a few miles of their 
habitation ; yet they did not ſeem 
much afraid; for they ſaid, they did 
not ſo much as pull in their ſneck- 
ftring when they went to bed, and had 
neither lock nor bar. We had a 
meeting at Crookedrun on firſt day, 
the eighteenth of the twelfth month, 
It was a good meeting, the Lord 
favouring with his living preſence. 
Glory be to his great Name for ever ! 


On ſecond day we ſet forward 
through the woods, and over the hills 
and rocks, croſſing ſeveral large creeks. 
We came in the evening to a man's 
houſe, called Moſes Mackoy, and had 
a meeting there next day. They were 
an unſettled people, yet aſſented to 
truth; but were not fully convinced 
in their minds, concerning the ſut- 
ticiency of it, having an eye to out- 
ward ſhadows : I lett them in good 
will. On fourth day we rode about 
thirty miles to Smith's Creek, where 
we had a meeting on fifth day, at the 

houſe 


— ER 


191 


houſe of William Carall. It was 
filent, though they had ſent notice 
ſeveral miles, and many came. I told 
them, though I had nothing to com- 
municate by way of preaching, or 
declaration, yet I found freedom to 
have another opportunity at a proper 
time and place: which I had next day 
at the houſe of John Mills, about ten 
miles off, ſomewhat on our way. The 
meeting was to good ſatisfafiion. The 
Indians had killed and taken away 
people within two or three miles of 
this place, not many weeks before; 

but the Lord preſerved us in our jour- 
ney. Thankſgiving and praiſe be to 
him, and that for ever | 


Seventh day we ſet out towards the 
ſouth parts, and lodged that night at 
the foot of the Blue Mountains, at 
a friendly man's houſe, having two 
friends to conduct us. Next day, 
being the firſt of the week, we croſſed 
the mountains, and towards evening 
came to Douglaſs s, and had a meeting 
with the family. The twenty-ſcventh, 
and third of the week, we had a meet⸗ 


ing 
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ing at Camp Creek. It was a pretty 
open meeting, though the ſenſe of good 
is almoſt loſt amongſt them in that 
place, and their ſtates much to be 
lamented. We lodged at Charles Mo- 
man's. Next day we rode fifteen miles, 
and lodged at Francis Clark's, and 
had a meeting at Fork Creck. Many 
people came, and fat with great attcn- 
tion, and the meeting was ſolid. 


From thence we went to Jeneto, 
where we had a meeting, and many 
people came, but it being ſilent, they 
teerned diſſatisfiedl. As I had noth: ng 
to ſay, I was glad I could be made 
willing to be what the Lord ſaw meet 
to allot me, We lodged at Jane Wat- 
kins's, a widow woman. She received 
us kindly, and had ſeveral loving and 
well-inclined children. We had a meet- 
ing at Cedar Creek on ſeventh day, 
the thirty-firſt of the twelich month 
1757. It was a ſatisfactory and good 
meeting. Truth had the dominion, 
praiſes be to the great Giver of cvery 
good and perfect gift |! —I logged at 


William Stanley's. 
From 
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From thence we went to Carolina, 
where the meeting was on firſt day, 
the firſt of the firſt month 1758. It 
was a large and good meeting. The 
ſtates of the people were ſo ſpoken to, 
that through the Lord's goodneſs and 
condeſcenſion, I hope may tend to his 
honour, and to the help of his poor 
creatures. We lodged at Morner 
Chiles's, and alſo at john Chiles's, one 
night. Next meeting we were at the 
Swamp. It ſeemed to me, as I tra- 
velled along through theſe parts, true 
religion was much wanting amon 
many of the profeſſors of it. "I lodged 


at William Johnſon's. The next meet- 


ing was at the Black Creek. It was 
a good time to me, and hope allo to 
ſome others: praiſcs be to the great 
Name ! I lodged at an old man's houſe 
that night. On the ſeventh of the 
week, and ſeventh of the month, the 
meeting was at White Oak Swamp, 
being monthly meeting, and then rode 
to Curls, and lodged at John Plea- 
lant's, a very kind friend. We were 
at their meeting on firſt day. The 
third of the week, and tenth of the 

L month, 
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month, had a meeting at Wine Oak, 
fourteen miles from Curls, Which was 
latisfactory. We lodged at John 
Cruſs's, and on fourth day came back 
to John Pleaſant's. On fifth day we 
rode to Robert Langley's nigh Peterſ- 


burgh, and on ſixth day had a meeting 


at the houſe of a friend called Butter, 
It was an acceptable time to ſome. 


After meeting we went to Robert 
Langley's, where we were kindly en- 


tertained. On firſt day we were at 


Pattiſon's meeting, which was a low 
time with me; yet truth in ſome good 
degree did prevail. On ſecond day 
we came to Burley, and lodged at John 
Honeycut's, and had a meeting at 
Burley on third day, which was to 
ſome acceptable. We lodged at Wike 
Honeycut's, and were at the monthly 


meeting at Surry-black Water, where 


we had good ſervice for truth. They 
being in the mixture, ſuftered people 
of other ſocieties to ſit with them in 
their meetings of buſineſs. I was 
grieved, and could not be caſy till I 
had delired them to withdraw, pr 
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did not make profeſſion with us, both 
from the men's, and women's meeting. 
had to recommend to the onenels and 
ſimplicity Truth led into, and to keep 
their meetings for diſcipline, in that 
wiſdom, power, and authority that 
they were at firſt ſet up in; that they 
might not join with the world's ſpirit, 
but keep themielves ſeparate, and in 
the wildom and power of God, keep 
the authority, and bear rule over thole 
that were got into the mixture, and 
were for having thoſe that did not 
profeſs with us to fit with them, when 
they tranſacted the affairs of the church. 
For ſome that profeſſed Truth had 
encouraged this practice, which tended. 
to weaken the hands of the honeſt- 
hearted, they not having found that 
liberty and freedom to {peak ſo clolely 
to their brethren, as need required. 
Joleph could not uſe that freedom, 
and unboſom himſelf to. his brethren, 
in ſuch a manner as the caſe required, 
till the Egyptians were gone out, I 
was glad I was there, for Truth had 
the dominion in the end. We lodged 

L 2 at 
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at Cinſtam Baly's. I viſited all the 


little hendfuls ſcattered up and down 
in theſe parts, and often had ſervice in 
families. I met with Samuel Spavold, 
who likewiſe was much engaged 1n the 
ſervice of Truth. His labour of love 
in the work of the goſpel was indecd 
great in this part of the world; thoſe 
of other ſocieties being much reached 
by his miniſtry, We were truly glad 
to ſee each other; for. as iron ſharpen- 
eth iron, ſo doth the face of a man 
his friend, We had ſeveral comfort- 
able and conficming ſeaſons together, 
eſpectally at the quarterly meeting held $ 
at Black Creek tor that part oft Vir- 
ginia; many friends from divers places 
Leing there. I was glad to ſce them, 

but what made us more glad, and 
brought us nearer to one another, was, 
becauſe the Lord favoured us with his 
preſence, and filled our hearts with his 

pure love. 
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I having nigh viſited all the meet- 
ings in this province, was taking my 
leave of many of them 1n time, io jar 
as I could ice them. Taking a icw 
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meetings in my way, in company with 
Samuel Spavold, I proceeded towards 
North Carolina, but left him to viſit ſome 
meetings he had not been at. I went 
to Pinewoods, nigh Perquimon's River, 
in North Carolina a; and had a meeting 
at Pinewoods the ninth of the ſecond 
month. It was large, and attended 
with the overſhadowings of divine 
goodneſs. To me it was an edifying 
itrengthening time, as I truſt it was to 
many more. We took up our -quar- 
ters at Thomas Newby's : the next day 
we had a meeting at Wells, which was 
the ſixth of the week. On ſeventh 
day we were at the Old Neck; and on 
firſt day at Little River. This meet- 
ing was very large, there being a con- 
ſiderable body of friends in this part; 
and people of other ſocieties attend 
friends meetings when there are ſtran- 
gers. I was helped through thoſe large 
aJemblics far beyond my own expec- 
tation, I thought myſelf ſo unfit, 
weak, and unworthy, that I was al- 
moſt caft down in my mind before I 
came there; but praiſes and thankſ— 
givings to him that helped me, I left 
them 
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them rejoicing in a ſenſe of the Lord's 
goodneſs and mercy to my ſoul. I 
lodged two nights at Thomas Nichol. 
ſon's, who moltly favoured me with 
his company whillt I was amongſt 
them. Here my companion T homas 
Lightfoot left me, and returned to 
Philadelphia. The laſt meeting I was 
at here, was appointed for Samuel 
Spavold. At FPinewoods we had a ſolid 
opportunity together, any minds 
being truly bowed to the root of lite 
in themſelves, and finding myſelf clear, 
may truly ſay, L parted with a remnant 
in pure love, and the unity of the one 


ſpirit. 


I then ſet forward towards a wilder- 
neſs country, where the inhabitants 
were very thin, two young men ac- 
companying me. Our firſt meeting 
after we left Perquimons, was at John 
Coupeland's. There were but few 
friends, but people of other ſocietics 
came in, who had notice; amongſt 
whom was an officer in the army. He 
came to our quarters in the morning, 
and rode about ſix miles on the road 

towards 
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towards the meeting, then turned off, 
and ſaid he would go and fetch his 
wife. He alſo brought with him a 
company of young people, who were 
learning to dance at his houſe, which 
{ did not know till the meeting was 
over, and then he came and told me, 
he had invited them to come to the 
meeting, and alſo their maſter, but he 
would not come. I ſaid, it was well, 
but it was pity he ſhould ſo encourage 
ſuch vanity, as to keep a dancing- 
ſchool at his houſe. He exculed it, 
ſaying, the man owed him money, and 
he knew not how otherways to get it, 
but by letting him teach his family. 
I ſignified, he had better loſe it, than 
have his family taught that which 
would be unprofitable to them; tor 
there was a woe pronounced againſt 
ſuch as did chant to the found of the 
viol, and invented to themſelves in- 
ſtruments of muſick, like David. He 
ſaid, it was the truth that they had 
heard ſpoken to-day, but acknow- 
ledged they did not walk anſwerable 
to it, I ſaid, it was their own fault; 
tor if they would take heed to the 
| teachings 
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of truth in themſelves, it would lead 
them into all truth, and conſequently 
out of all error, and every bye-path 
and way that leads to deſtruction, 


After we had reireſhed ourſelves, 
ie paſſed his houſe, and he ſeeing us, 
came and invited us in, ſaying, he had 
entertainment for us, and ſhould be 
glad of our company, and we ſhould 
have a room to ourſelves, I acknow- 
ledged his kindneſs, but as time would 
not permit, we mult proceed on our 
journey. We took our leave of him, 
and I thought he was ſo reached, as to 
be meaiurcably convinced of the {ut- 
ficiency of the bleſſed Truth; though 
his appearance, and likewiſe his mind 
being lofty, he was not willing to ſub- 
mit to the low appearance of 1t. 


Our next meeting was at Thomas 
Knox's, a man lately convinced : it was 
in a good degree latistactory. We had 
very difficult roads, through great 
ſwamps, and acroſs many creeks, all 
through the woods; and in many places 
but little path to be ſeen. We came 
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to Fort-River, where there is a meeting 


ſettled, of ſuch as had been lately 


convinced. Many came to meeting, 
which was held at Henry Horn's. 
Some of them were unſettled in their 
minds, not being founded upon the 
ſure rock; but ſuch as ſeek ſhall find, 
and they that dig deep enough will 
come to the ſure foundation, that the 
righteous have built 1 in all ages 
of the world. Henry Horn had been 
a teacher among the Baptiſts. He 
ſcemed to be a ſteady well - diſpoſed 
man, and had a few words in meet- 
ings. After I left his houſe, I had 
a meeting at Joſeph Pitman's, who, 
with ſeveral others, was under con- 
vincement. It was an edifying ſeaſon, 
many being ſenſibly touched with the 
love of truth. I ftaid with them one 
night, and then went to a fmall meet- 


ing nigh a place called Nuce. It was 


two days journey, a very difficult road 
to find, and none of our companions 
had been there before. 


After this meeting, we went to 
(onis Sound, an inlet of the ſea, We 
| „ had 
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had ninety miles to ride, and were 
altogether unacquainted with the way, 
having rivers, and many ſwamps to 
croſs, The two young men were ſtill 
my companions, Joſhua Fletcher, and 
Francis Nixon, who were very ſer— 
viceable to me through this almoſt 
uninhabited part of the world. We 
got to Henry Stainton's in the night, 
who took us in, and entertained us 
very kindly. When we had ſtaid two 
days, had a meeting, and reſted our- 


ſelves, we ſet forward towards the next 
meeting among friends, which was one 


hundred and fifty miles. But in our 
way we had two meetings among people 
of other ſocieties. I had till no guide 
but the young men, who knew no 
more of the way than myſelf. But 
ſuch as are uſed to.the woods can find 


the way through them much better 
than ſuch as are not. 


The firſt meeting we had after we 
left Conis-Sound, was at Permeanus 
Hauton's, who gave us an invitation 
to his houſe, and ſent to give notice to 
his neighbours, though ſome lived 
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ſeveral miles diſtant. We got to his 
houſe about the time the meeting was 
appointed, where we found ſeats placed, 
and every thing in ſuch convenient 
order for a mecting, as I thought I 
had ſeldom feen. His rooms being 


little, he had placed ſeats in his court- 


yard, and under the windows, that 
believe all could fit and hear without 
the leaſt troubling one another; and 
indeed I thought his labour and good 
inclination were bleſſed, for a ſolid time 
it was, and found openneſs to declare 
the truth amongſt them. I would that 
all our friends, upon the like occaſion, 
would take this man for their example, 
in being diligent to invite their neigh- 
bours, and to make room and accom- 
modate them 1n the beſt manner they 
are capable of. It certainly hath a 
good favour, and is often attended with 
a bleſſing. 


A ſteady friend, that came from 


among the Preſbyterians, told me, that 


the care and pains that ſome friends 
took to invite him, and ſome others, 
was one moving cauſe towards his 
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convincetnent. He ſaid, he once told 
a young man, ho had frequently 
invited him to meetings when ſtrangers 
came, that as he, nor any of his friends 
came to their meetings, he thought he 
would go no more. The young man 
anſwered very calmly, ſaying, We muſt 
not come to you, but we want you 
to come tq us. This, ſaid he, affected 
my mind, with the diligence friends 
had uſed without view of outward 
gain, that I concluded, it muſt be 
the love of God in their hearts, that 
induced them to call and invite us to 
come to them. This I mention more 
particularly, becauſe I have ſeen ſome 
that profeſs truth (to my grief) very 
deficient in this reſpect. We had 
another comfortable opportunity in the 
evening with this man and his family, 
and tome others, that ſtaid all night. 


Next morning I, with the two young 
men, and one mort, who had a mind 
to go a day or two along with us 
through the , wilderneſs, ſet forward, 
well refreſned both in body and 
mind; hard things being made eaſy, 
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and rough and untrodden paths being 
made*finooth to my mind. We had 
a meeting alſo at George Cowper's, 
whoſe wite was educated among friends. 
We ſtaid one night at Wilmintown, 
the capital town in North Carolina; 
but it being their general court tune, 
and the privateers having brought in 
prizes, the people's minds were in 
great commotions, ſo that I could find 
no room nor freedom to have a meet- 
ing, though ſeveral called Quakers 
lived there, but held no meeting, ex- 
cept when ſtrangers came. 


We croſſed a branch of Cape Fear 
River, and landed upon a great iwamp, 
which was very rotten, and dangerous, 
by reaſon of the overflowing of the 
river; but the two young men, and a 
negro, whom we hired to help us, 
carrying boards from one place to 
another for the horſes to tread upon, 
in time, and with much difficulty, we 
got well over. We then came again 
into the woods, where little path was 
to be ſeen; it likewiſe being rainy 
dark weather, we could not tell which 

Way 
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way to go, but rode many miles, 
hoping we might be ſteering right; and 
Juſt at the cloie of the evening, before 
it was quite dark, we came to a little 
houſe, the fight of which was fa- 
tisfactory, being weary, and very 
wet. When we called, the man faid 
he kept an ordinary, which we found 
to be true. However, we were con— 
rented with tuch as we found, and 
thankful we tarcd ſo well. We were 
in our direct road tor the place we 
intended, Which was Carver's Creek, 


where we got next day, the ſixth of 


the week, and tenth of the third month. 
Here was a {mall gathering of friends. 
We ſtaid their firſt day meeting over, 
and then went to Don's Creek, where 
we found another gathering of ſuch 
as call themſelves friends, but had 
been much hurt, and ſcattered in their 
minds from the true ſhepheid, by an 
cnemy that had fown tares. 


Here ] parted with my two good 
companions, who had travelied with 
me more than hve hundred miles. 
Being nearly united together, we parted 

In 
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in true love. This I mention, becauſe 


the Lord loves a chearful giver, and 
thoſe did, I thought, what they did, 
with great freedom and chœarfulneſs, 
not begrudging a little time, nor a 
little outward ſubſtance, for the ſake 
of the good cauſe of truth. Thoſe 
will not loſe their reward, for it is 
helping fqgward the work, as that of 
opening a door, and kindling a fire, 
is doing part of the buſineſs of the 
maſter's houſe ; and he doth look upon 
it as done to himſelf, if it is but that 
of handing a cup of cold water, as 1t 
is done in a right ſpirit, it will have his 
bleſſed approbation and reward. I had 
another companion, providentially, I 
thought, provided here for me. 


William Feril, a public friend, 
having heard of my being in the 
country, had got himſelf ready againſt 
I came, and had freedom in the truth 
to travel with me, till J ſhould fall in. 
with another ſuitable companion; which 
made my travels through thoſe lonely 
places much the eaſier. When we lett 
his houſe, we ſet our faces towards South 

| Caro- 
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Carolina, having but one meeting of 
friends to take in the way, which was 
ſettled upon a river called P. D. about 
an hundred miles from the ſaid friend's 
houſe. This we accompliſhed in about 
two days. In the night we lodged in 
the woods, The few friends were 
truly glad to ſee us, they being ſeldom 
viſited, We had comfortable and re- 
freſhing ſeaſons together, the Lord 
owning and favouring with his good 
preſence, ſtrengthened not only the 
inward, but the outward man allo. 
Here I was ſenſibly affected with ſuch 
a ſcal and evidence of peace in my 
own mind, that I was fully perſuaded, 
I was in the way of my duty: it made 
me go on again very chearfully. No 
one can tell how good the Lord is, 
but ſuch as have taſted, and ſeen his 
marvellous ways of working, and how 
0 can ſpread a table for thoſe, that 
2 faithful obedience give up to his 
ang in a very wilderneſs ; for 
he neither lets them want tor inward, 
nor outward food. There is now, as 
well as formerly, a little remnant, that, 
with my ſoul, can ſet their ſeals to the 
truth 
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truth of this; and can ſay unto him, 
We have lacked nothing, Lord | 


Francis Clark, with whom we had 
quartered, bore us company one day 
and night in the woods. We thought 
ſometimes, we travelled near ſixty miles 
in a day; for when we had to lodge 
in the woods, we role early, and lay 
down late. Our friend Clark returned 
home, leaving us to ſhift for ourſelves ; 
but my companion, having ſome know- 


ledge of the way, ſteered, I believe, 


a pretty ſtraight cour;e. When night 


came, we pitched our tent in a valley, 


where there was {ome graſs, and a little 
brook of water. So when we had 
eaten ſuch as our bags affordal, and 
given our horſes provender, and taken 


care of them, with what little we had, 


we lay ourſelves down, and ſlept very 
ſound and comfortably, being wearied 
with riding. 


Next morning we were ſtirring by 
the time it was well light, and ſoon 
being ready, mounted our horſes ; and 
it was well we did fo, for there came 
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ſuch a rain that day, that it raiſed the 
creeks and rivers ſo high, that if we 
had not got over them that night, we 
might have been ſtopped for ſome days, 
We travelled till late in the night, and 
coming to a houſe, deſired we might 
have lodgings; but the maſter of it 
told us, we could not. We aſked 
him, how far it was to another houſe. 
He ſaid, it was but a mile, but there 
was a deep creek in the way, and he 
would not go along with us, if we 
would give him a great deal of money. 
I then very earneſtly deſired, that he 
would let us ſtay in his houſe all night, 
and we would pay him for his trouble, 
and for what we had; for we had 
rode almoſt all the day in the rain, and 
it was a very cold rainy night. He 
told us, he would not let us ſtay there, 
and ſo left us ſtanding without his 
gate. But a young man ſtanding by, 
ſeeing and hearing what had paſſed, 
took pity on us, and ſaid, though it 
was dangerous croſſing the waters, he 
would take his horſe, and go along 
with us; which he did, and we got 
well through, to the place the 2 
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kad told us of. After refreſhing our- 
ſelves with ſuch as the houſe afforded, 
we took up our lodgings in a very cold 
room, ſuch as I had never lain in 
before. But, bad as it was, I was 
glad and thankful we had not to he 
out all night in the rain. I reſted well, 
and in the morning was well both in 


. body and mind. 


The fourth of the week we got to 
the Wateree, where ſeveral friends 
from Ireland had been ſcttled about 
ſix or ſeven years. We had a meeting 
with them, and then, with Samuel 
Milhouſe and my companion, I ſet 
out towards Charles Town. This took 
us molt of three days, it being one 
hundred and thirty miles. When we 


came there; we found but few ſteady 


triends, yet we had ſome good oppor- 
tunities together; ſeveral of the towns, 
people alſo coming in. I truſt our 
vilit was of ſervice, and tended to 
edification, and ſtrengthening the two 
or three that dwell in that remote part 
of the world. However, I thought 


1 ſhould not be eaſy without paying 
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them a viſit, though I had to ride ſo 
tar on. purpoſe. 


When 1 felt myſelf clear, I re- 
turned with my friends to the Waterce, 
aud was with them at their firſt day 
meeting, and meeting for buſineſs. 
We had good opportunities likewiſe in 
their ſeveral families, which I thought 
would not eaſily be forgotten. Then 
taking our leave of them in goſpel- 
love, in which we had paid them that 
viſit, we returned to P. D. Samuel 
Milhouſe fill accompanying us. The 
friends there, though their circum- 
ſtances in the world were but low, treat- 
ed us very kindly. Their love to truth, 
and diligence in attending meetings, 
are worthy of notice; for they had nigh 
one hundred miles to go to the en g 
meeting they belonged to, and I was 
informed very ſeldom miſted attending 
It. 


Here my companion and I parted, 
he returning home, and I, with Fran- 
cis Clark, went towards Crane-Creck. 
His company was fſo agrecable, that 

time 
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time did not ſeem long. When night 
came, we took up our lodgings in the 
woods, and got next day to a place 
called Deep Kiver, there being ſeveral 
families newly iettled there, but they 
had not yet built a mecting-houſe. 
We had a meeting at a friend's houſe, 
and then proceeded to Crane-Creek, 
wicre there is a large body of friends 
gathered thither in a few years from 
the teveral provinces. They told me 
they had not been ſettled there above 
ten years, but had found occaſion to 
build five mecting-houſes, and then 
wanted one or two more. I had good 
and ſcaſonable opportunities among 
them, being freely opened in the love 
of the goſpel, to declare the truth. 


When I found myſelf eaſy to leave 
them, having had divers meetings, at 
Eno, and ſeveral other places, which, 
tor brevity fake, I forbear to mention; 
[ with Jeremiah Pickitt then ſet out 
towards Virginia, having nigh two 
hundred miles to travel, and had but 
one meeting in the way. We got to 
Ruiert Langley's on firſt day evening, 

where 
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where I ſtaid to reſt and refreſh myſelf, 


after ſo long and tedious a journey. 
I then paſſed to Curls, and travelled 
through Virginia, having viſited moſt 
of the meetings before, and came into 
Maryland. I was at their yearly meet- 
ing held at Weſt River. It was very 
large, and in the ſeveral fittings thereof 
overſhadowed with the wing of divine 
power, which tended to nouriſh the 
good part, and to the gathering and 
ſettling the. minds of many upon the 
ſure foundation, and kept down that 
ſpirit which would divide in Jacob, 
and ſcatter in Iſrael, 


We parted on fourth day in great 
love, ſome of us being nearly united 
in ſpirit. For though many, by balking 
their teſtimony againſt that antichri- 
{tian yoke of tithes, and trading in 
negroes, have cauſed the way of truth 
to be evil ſpoken of ; vet I was ſenſible 
that the regard of heaven was towards 
them, and the merciful hand was {till 
ſtretched out, even towards the un- 
faithful, and backſliders, that they 
might be gathered. I had a travel 
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and exerciſe upon my ſpirit for the 
cauſe of truth, and that the great 
bleſſed and everlaſting name, which I. 
with many more make a rofeſſion of, 
might not be diſhonoured : the faith- 
ful are indeed as ſtakes in Sion, but 


they are but as one of a family, or 
two of a tribe. 


I then took the meetings in my w 
to Pennſylvania, as Elk-Ridge, Pa- 
tapſeco, and Patapſeco-Foreſt, Little 
Falls, Gunpowder, and ſo to Deer 
Creek, where our worthy friends John 
Churchman and his wite met me. We 
croſſed the river Suſquchanah into 
Pennſylvania, and ſo to their houſe. 
Having had many precious meetings 
in this journey, and well cleared my- 
ſelf of thoſe provinces, I was eaſy in 
my ſpirit, and muck comforted in the 
Lord, that he had been pleaſed thus 
far to help me through. I tarried one 
night at John Churchman's ; and next 
day, being the ſeventh of the week, 
was at New Garden monthly meeting ; 
on firſt day at London Grove, where 
there 1s a large gathering of friends. 


It 
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It was a good opportunity, truth fa- 
vouring us, we were comtorted toge- 
ther in the Lord. On the ſecond day, 
the twenty-ninth of the fifth month, 
I got to Philadelphia, having in this 
journey travelled upwards of two thou- 
ſand eight hundred miles. 


After my return from the ſouthern 
provinces, I ſtaid ſome weeks viſiting 
meetings, and ſome friends familics, 
in and about Philadelphia; and was 
allo in the Jerſeys viſiting ſeveral meet- 
ings, and attended their yearly meeting 
at Salem, which held three days for 
worſhip and diſcipline, It was an edi- 
tying time, things being conducted in 
a degree of the pure wiſdom, and the 
overſhadowing of diving power was 
v. itneſſed by many. Then, having 
duly waited for the moving and put- 
zing forth of the good Shepherd, who 
laid, © I put tor th my ſheep, and go 
« before them,” I thought I felt a 
draft, and not only ſo, but likewiſe 
true e Tiy, to viſit New England, 
vrhich I had not done before. If 
had, I ſhould have proceeded, in order 
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to ſhorten my journey, for it was 
againſt mine own inclination to ſtay ſo 
long in and about one place. There- 
fore I ſet out the twenty-ſixth of the 
ſeventh month, Iſaac Greenleaf ac- 
companying me. 


My firſt ſtep was to Wright's Town, 
where was held a general meeting for 
the county of Bucks. Then we croſſed 
Delaware into Eaft Jerſey, and took 
meetings in our way to New York, then 
to Fluſhing upon Long Ifland, and 
were at their monthly meeting, Then 
croſſing the Bay went to their quarterly 
meeting at Purchaſs. After this, we 
took ſeveral meetings, as they fell in 
our way towards Rhode Ifland. I then 
had Robert Willis for my companion, 
a friend from the Jerſeys, who had 
drawings in his mind that way. _ 
people came to our meetings in tho 
parts, which are not cloſely joined in 
outward fellowſhip with us; yet are 
under the operation of the good hand, 
and in degree convinced of our prin- 
ciples. This, I thought, made our 
meetings more lively, and the ſpring 
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of the goſpel to flow more plentifully, 
to the watering the thirſty ground. 


When we had viſited the meetings 
hereabouts, and taken our leave of 
friends, we travelled through Con- 
necticut government, having but one 
or two meetings in the way. The 
Prefbyterians, who formerly in thoſe 
parts were very rigid and bitter againſt 
triends, are now become more loving, 
and treated us very kindly. I nad 
great drawings of the Father's love 
towards them, believing the ſecret hand 
was at work to bring them from the 
barren mountains of their lifeleſs pro- 
feſſion, to ſerve the living God in 
newneſs of life. We came to Leiceſter, 
where there is a little handful that go 
under our name. We had a meeting 
with them on firſt day, the twentieth 
of the eighth month. We were re- 
freſhed together, being ſtrengthened in 


the God of our ſalvation. Then we 


had a meeting at Boulton, about thirty 
miles from thence, where we met with 
Samuel Spavold, in his return towards 
Pennſylvania, he having viſited moſt of 
the 


1 


the meetings in New England. We had 
a good ſeaſon together. Then ſaluting 
one another in that unity and fellow- 
”- ſhip which brethren and fellow-labour- 
ers ought to dwell in, we parted; and 
my companion and I went to Uxbridge, 
and had a meeting. Then to Mendam, 
where we tarried all night at Moſes 
Aldrige's, and had a meeting next day; 
ſo on to Winſockit, where we had a 
meeting. The weather being very hot, 
many people were nigh fainting ; but 
raiſes be to the great Name, the meet- 
ing concluded well. 


On firſt day we were at Providence 
yearly meeting, which is only for wor- 
ſhip. It was very large, and tended 
to the gathering and ſtaying people's 
minds on Chriſt, the chief corner ſtone, 
and rock of ages; for Truth had the 
dominion, and the Lord's power was 
felt. We had our outward entertain- 
ment at Stephen Hopkins's, then Go- 
vernor of Rhode Iſland. He and his 
wite treated us with hearty kindneſs. 
We had meetings at Cranſton, War- 
wick, and Eaſt Greenwich, then upon 
O 2 Cana- 
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Canonicut Iſland, We then croſſed 
the river, and came to Newport; and 
attended both their meetings on firſt 
day, which were large; a great num- 
ber reſiding thereabouts, who go under 
our name. But, with ſorrow of heart 
may it be ſaid, in the time of eaſe and 
plenty, many have taken their fiight. 


We left Newport on third day, and 
had a meeting at Portſmouth, in which 
we had good ſervice for Truth. Then 
croſſing the Bay, had a meeting at 
Fuerton upon the main, in which we 
were favoured with the openings of 
Truth, and left them in peace. I 
took notice of a negro man, who 
was with us at ſeveral meetings, and 
by his own induſtry, with the help of 
ſome friends, had purchaſed his tree- 
dom, that he might attend meetings ; 
having, for ſome time, been convinced 
of the bleſſed Truth, which he much 
prized, and told me, as he had been 
obedient to the operation of it, which 
worketh by love, he found himſelf 


engaged in his mind to exhort his fel- 


low-creatures to come to the good 
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principle in themſelves ; that they, by 
yielding obedience, might know a being 
ſaved by it; or to that effect. This 
I could not gainſay, nor diſcourage ; 
but deſired him to be faithful to the 
manifeſtation of Truth in his own 
heart, and the meaſure of Grace he 
had received. We parted in love and 
good will, being brethren of one Fa- 
ther. 


Our next meeting was at Little Can- 
ton, after which I parted with ſeveral 
friends, in the unity of the one Spirit, 
which had brought us into nearneſs 
and fellowſhip with each other ; they 
returning to their places of abode, and 
I with my companion, and a young 
man who accompanied us ſeveral weeks, 
{till kept forward. I was enabled to 
labour through theſe parts beyond all 
outward expectation; for though the 
meetings were large, by reaſon of great 
comings in of other people, I found that 
gracious promile fulfilled; * As the 
* day is, ſo ſhall thy ſtrength be.” 
We were at Acockit, New Town, and 
Dartmouth or Penganſit, and had a 


meeting 
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meeting at each place. The laſt meet- 
ing, I thought, did not conſiſt of leſs 
than eight hundred people. We had 
at Acuſhnet, Rocheſter, Taunton, and 
Freetown, many living and good op- 
portunities to declare Truth in the free 
extendings of Goſpel-love ; alſo at 
Swanſey, on a firſt day, had a ſatiſ- 
factory opportunity. Whilſt we were 
viſiting thoſe places, we took up. our 
quarters at Paul Otbourn's, who often 
accompanied us from one meeting to 
another, his heart being free and open 
towards his friends, and to ſerve 
Truth. 


Having well cleared ourſelves, we 
went towards the yearly meetings at 
Boſton, Lynn, and Salem, the twenty- 
{ſecond of the ninth month. They 
began at Boſton. I do not remember 
I had ſcen fo much ſtillneſs and gravity 
in ſo great an aſſe:nbly, as I obſerved 
there. It conſiſted of people of dit- 
ferent perſuaſions. We have great 
cauſe to bow, in humble thankfulneſs, 
to the God of all our mercies, that he 
hath been pleaſed to make way for his 

people, 


1414 


people, to enjoy their religious meet- 
ings without the leaſt moleſtation, in 
this and many other places, where our 
worthy friends formerly ſuffered ſore 
perſecution, by long impriſonment, 
grievous whippings, ſpoiling of goods, 
and ſome of them laid down their lives 
for the teſtimony of a good conſcience : 
and though our God be a gracious, 
merciful, and long-tuffering God, yet 
he will take vengeance ' on all the 
workers of iniquity, and the day of 
his wrath will break forth like a con- 
ſuming fire, in a time when it is not 
looked for. As he ſaid, ſo he will do; 
« For,” ſaid he, I am a jealous Ged, 
« viſiting the ſins of the fathers upon 
© the children, unto the third and 
% fourth generation of them that hate 
« me; and ſhewing mercy unto thou- 
„ ſands of them that love me, and 
keep my commandments.” So it is 
plain the Lord is equal in all his ways : 
tor, concerning thoſe that are the off- 
ſpring of that hard-hearted, wicked, 
and perverſe generation, that perſe- 
cuted and ſhed the blood of the inno- 
cent ſervants of the Lord, if they do 
| but 
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but turn to him with their whole hearts, 
ſo as to love him, and keep his com- 
mandments, they will ſurely find mer- 
cy: but, if they continue in a ſtate 
of rebellion, and hardneſs of heart, 
and ſin againſt his light and good 
ſpirit in their hearts, as did their tore- 
fathers, he will viſit them with his 
judgments for their iniquities ; and for 
the fins which they and their fore- 
fathers have committed, he will pour 
forth the cup of his indignation with- 
out mixture. 


After thoſe yearly meetings, we, 
with ſeveral friends, went towards the 
yearly meeting at Dover, and Cochea, 
taking ſeveral meetings in the way, as 
at. Ipiwich, where no friends lived; 
but we got leave to have a meeting in 
their court-houſe. It was diſturbed 
by a man ſtanding up, when I was in 
teſtimony, who ſaid, that I ſtruck at the 
foundation. of . their principles. He 
was a very hot man, and held the 
doctrine of abſolute predeſtination. I 
told him, Truth ſtruck at the un- 
ſound foundation; but, as he was in 

| heat 
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heat and anger, not fit to diſpute about 
religious matters, he ſat down, and a 
woman ſharply reproved him for his 
rude behaviour, ſhe being grieved that 
the meeting ſhould be diſturbed ; for it 
was in a good frame. Several of the 
people, I believe, were aſhamed of his 
conduct. After a little ſilence, a friend 
ſtood up, and had a good opportunity. 
Then had to clear myſelf of what was 
upon my mind, and the people being 
ſtill and attentive, the meeting con- 
cluded well. The man who had op- 
poſed me ſhrunk away, and I ſaw him 
no more, though I looked for him, 
and in coolneſs thought to have had 
a little further diſcourſe with him. 
That night we went to Newbury, 
where we had a meeting, much to my 
comfort and ſatisfaction. We had 
meetings alſo at Ameſbury, Hampton, 
and Dover. Friends had been Reely 
wounded and ſcattered in their minds 
hereaway, by an unſtable ſpirit. Thoſe 


| yearly gatherings were large, and I 


hope tended to the honour of Truth. 
We went next to Barwick, and had ſe- 
veral meetings there ; travelled through 
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the woods to Caſco, where we had an 
opportunity with friends, and ſuch as 
attend their meetings. 


We croſſed the Bay to Small Point, 
and in our return had a meeting upon 
a neck of land called Meryconeague. 
The meeting at Small Point was the 
northermoſt ſettlement of friends upon. 
the continent. We returned by Boſton, 
having ſeveral meetings in our way; 
and from thence to Pembroke, Sand- 
wich, Yarmouth upon Cape Cod, 
Suckaneſſit, Wood's Hole, and thence 
took paſſage to Nantucket. We ſtaid 
upon the iſland about a week, viſitin 
friends in their families, and had ſeve- 
ral publick meetings with them. It 
was an exerciſing time to me, finding 
the true ſeed, or lite of religion ſut- 
tering much, by reaſon of ſtrife and 
diviſions, I left them ſorrowfully, 
becauſe I thought the root of bitterneſs 
was not removed, though I was com- 
forted in ſeveral meetings among them 
with the ſhedding abroad of divine 
favour, which ſtrengthened me in the 
diſcharge of my duty; and indeed 
| | there 
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there is a living remnant ſtill among 
them, which I charitably hoped would 
be preſerved in the innocency and ſim- 
plicity of the unchangeable Truth. 
Several Indians were there, natives of 
the iſland. I had a deſire to have a 
meeting among them, and acquainted 
them with it, which they freely conſent- 
ed to; and at the time appointed their 
prieſt was waiting for us, with his 
meeting-houſe doors open, and faid, 
he would have me go up into the 
place where he uſed to preach. I told 
him, I choſe to fit below with my 
friends. I had a living open time 
among them, to ſer forth the neceſſity 
there was for them to turn their minds 
to the grace of God in their own hearts, 
a meaſure whereof they, as well as 
others, had received, according to the 
Apoſtle's doctrine ; which, if they 
gave good heed unto, and yielded obe- 
dience, according to the manifeſtation 
thereof, would bring ſalvation. The 
meeting ended in prayer and praiſes to 
Almighty God for his great mercy and 
loving-kindneſs to mankind, in ſend- 
ing his Son to be a light to — 
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the Gentiles, and for his ſalvation to 
the ends of the earth. Solidity ap- 
peared in their countenances, and they 
behaved with ſobriety, very becoming 
the occaſion of our aſſembling roge- 
ther. I ſhould be glad there was more 


of 1t to be ſeen among thoſe that pro- 
feſs Chriſtianity. 


We parted with them in the love of 
the Goſpel, which I felt in my heart 
towards them. The wind coming fair, 
we took our leave of friends, and went 
on board a veſſel, a friend named Wil- 
liam Huſſey being maſter. In the 
evening of the ſame day we landed 
upon an iſland called Martha's Vine- 
yard. We quartered at a man's houſe 
that called himſelf by our name, and 
I] thought he had ſome zeal for Truth, 
and the promotion of it ; for after he 
underſtood we had a defire to have a 
meeting, he haſtened and called in his 
neighbours, and a ſolid good time 
we had together. 


The next morning, being favoured 


with a fair wind, we croſled the Sound 
to 


TJ ASS 


F r = 


3 


F 


1 


to Dartmouth, and landed nigh the 
meeting- houſe, where we met with 
ſeveral friends, who had attended the 
quarterly meeting. The meeting end- 
ing that day, we had a confirming ſweet 
opportunity together, in waiting upon 
the Lord before we parted with them, 
and thoſe that came from Nantucket. 
Next day we got to Fuerton, and in 
the evening had a good opportunity 
at the houſe of Abraham Barker with 
the friends that lived thereabouts. To 
this meeting came the negro man I 
mentioned before. He told me he had 
been viſiting ſome of his own colour, 
and was returning to Newport, where 
he lived; but in his way he ſaid, he 
thought he muſt go by Abraham Bar- 
ker's, though out of his way, not 
knowing we were come from Nan- 
tucket. When he ſaw us, he ſeemed 
to be almoſt overcome with joy, and 
was of ſervice to us; for we wanted 
to ſend ſomebody over the Bay, either 
that night, or early next morning, to 
appoint a meeting for us at Portſmouth 
upon the iſland; and none readier 
and more willing than poor ns 4 

or 


L 1148 


for he was ſtirring ſo ſoon in the 
morning, that he gave full notice up 
and down the iſland. So we had a 
large gathering collected in due time, 
though the time to give notice in was 
ſo ſhort, and ſeaſonable advice was 


handed forth. From thence we went 


to Newport with our friend Thomas 
Richardſon, with whom wehad lodg- 
ed when there before, and were at 
their monthly meeting; we ſtaid with 
them alſo on firſt day. Our meetings 
were richly favoured with the free 
extendings of divine power and wiſ- 
dom; 10 that I was truly thankful 
I had been helped to get through the 
various difficult paths I had to tread 
in this unſtable part of the world. 


On ſecond day we leſt Newport, 
and croſſed the river to Canonicut 
Iſland, where a meeting was appointed 
for us; wherein we were well refreſhed 
together, and the concluſion was 1n 
prayer and ſupplication for each other's 

rowth, preſervation, and eſtabliſhment 
in the bleſſed Truth. We here parted 


with ſome friends of Rhode Iſland, 
| under 
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under a ſenſe of divine favour, and in 
the uniting love of the Goſpel, which 
had cauſed us to be near one unto 
another. Then croſſing the river upon 
the main land, we had meetings at 
Kingwood, Peries, Richmond, and 
Hopkinton, and ſo paſſed through 
Naraganſet, till we came to Weſterby 
Lower, the laſt meeting in thoſe parts 
we had to viſit. We took our leave 
of thoſe friends that accompanied us 
in great good will; then travelled 
through the lower part of Connecticut 
government, croſſing many rivers, and 
the weather extreme cold. It was hard 
for me to bear; but praiſes be to the 


great Name, I was preſerved in health, 


and my natural ſtrength did not at 
all fail. 


When we had travelled hard about 
three days, we came again among 
friends; and on ſixth day had a meet- 
ing at Inomarance. It was to me a 
good time; for the bread that refreſh- 
eth the hungry ſoul was broken. We 
then croſſed over to Long Ifland, and 
were at the meeting at Fluſhing on any 
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day, the twentieth of the eleventh 
month. On third day we had a meet- 


ing at Cow-neck ; on fourth day at 
Weſtbury. Lukewarmneſs and indif- 
ference had much prevailed in many 
places among the profeſſors of Truth. 
I had often to bear my teſtimony for 
the bleſſed Truth againſt earthly- 
mindedneſs, and all the deceitful and 
falſe coverings of the fleſh, which had 
been the caule of it. I returned back 
to Fluſhing, in order to be at their 
quarterly meeting, which began on 
ſeventh day for miniſters and elders, 
It was attended with a degree of di- 
vine favour, to the comforting of 
our ſouls. Thoſe meetings were mea- 
ſureably bleſſed with the preſence of 
the great and good Maſter of our 
aſſemblies, and his voice was heard by 
ſome, to ſpeak as never man ſpake; 


and we had to conclude in humble ſup- | 


plication to him for his help, and the 
continuation of his mercy, in viſiting 
and turning the hearts of his people 
to himſelf. I then viſited the meetings 
upon the iſland, which I had not yet 
been at, and had meetings at Rock- 
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way, and again at Weſtbury monthly 
meeting, where I was cloſely exerciſed 
on Truth's account ; but was helped 
to clear myſelf of what lay upon my 
mind, and came away ealy. 


I then went to Bethphage, and had 
meetings alſo at Sickatauge and Oiſter- 
bay, where there had been a large meet- 
ing, but now much declined ; yet we 
had a large meeting, accompanied with 
Divine Power, to my great comfort. On 
firſt day I was at Jericho. The meet- 
ing conſiſted of ſeveral hundreds of 
people, who heard the Truth declared 
with great attention, the une of it 
being over all, to the praiſe of Iſrael's 
God. Paſling through New York, I 
ſtaid their meeting; then croſſed over 
by way of Staten Iſland, to Raway 
in Eaſt Jerſey, where I had a meeting 
with friends, and ſome others, that 
came in, to the edification and comfort 
of ſeveral, myſelf in particular; being 
therein ſtrengthened and encouraged 
to go forward in the future ſervice I 
might be engaged in. We lodged at 
Joſeph Shotwell's, and on ſixth 3 
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had a meeting at Plainfield. It was 
but ſmall, by reaſon of ſhort notice, 
yet favoured with the overſhadowings 
of divine favour; for which our 
ſouls were inwardly bowed to the Fa- 
ther of all our mercies. 


I rode to Whipiney on ſeventh day to 
the quarterly meeting, which began on 
firſt day. It was a good ſatisfactory 
time with us. I ſtaid there on ſecond 
day, and was at the preparative meet- 
ing, which was ſatisfactory, divers 
things being opened and delivered in 
the pure wiſdom concerning the things 
of God, and the good order eſtabliſhed 
in his church. I had ſome good ſea- 
ſonable opportunities in ſome friends 
families; and on third day had a meet- 
ing at Rockway appointed for thoſe of 
other ſocieties; which was to good 
ſatisfaction. On fourth day we went 
to Great Meadows, where we had a 
meeting with the friends there, amongſt 
whom 1s a living remnant. We were 
made to rejoice together, in a true ſenſe 
of the ſhedding abroad of Divine Love 
in our heatts. On fifth day I went to 

King- 
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Kingwood monthly meeting. I had ſome 
ſervice there for Truth, in recommend- 
ing to the good order of the Goſpel in 
each branch of our Chriſtian diſci- 
pline ; which I obſerved to be much 
wanting among them. On ſixth day 
I had a meeting at Amwell, at the 
houſe of Gerſhon Motts. It was an 
open time, Truth in a good degree 

revailing, On firſt day had a meect- 
ing at Croſwick's; a cloſe ſearching 
time it was, many ſtates being opened 
in the love of the Goſpel. On ſecond 
day I was at a meeting at Freehold, 
in which I was largely opened in the 
free extendings of divine favour. On 
third day, the nineteenth of the twelfth 
month, I had a meeting at Upper 
Springfield. I was led to the ſtates of 
the people in a cloſe manner, and the 
meeting ended well. On fourth day 
I had a meeting at Old Springheld. 
It was an edifying and good meeting, 
Truth having the dominion, to the 
praiſe of Iſrael's God. On fifth day 
I went to Little Egg Harbour, and 
had a meeting there next day, in which 
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was enabled to clear myſelf in a good 
degree, and came away ealy. 


We croſſed the river in the evening 
to Great Egg Harbour, 
being very cold, and having much ice, 
our journey was attended with ſome 
difficulty; but we got well over the 
river, though in the night, to Great 
Egg Harbour, and lodged at Robert 
Smith's, an ancient friend, who, with 
his wife, entertained us very kindly. 
We had a meeting there on ſeventh 
day, held at a friend's houſe, by reaſon 
of the extreme cold ſeaſon. We had 
a ſolemn comfortable time together, 
and after meeting rode to the other 
meeting, along the Bay ſhore, towards 
Cape May, which was on firſt day, 
the twenty-fourth of the twelfth month 
1758. It was a cloſe exerciſing time 
with me. The froſt was ſo ſharp, we 
could not croſs the Bay to Cape May, 
but were obliged to ride round to a 
bridge, where we croſſed the river; 
which was about forty miles out of 
the way, and being ſtrangers to the 
road, we met with much difficulty 
through 
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through the wood, and there was no 
beaten path to be ſeen for ſome miles. 


I ſaw that the friend, who pretended to 
be our guide, was going wrong, and told 
him, if we took that courſe, it would 
lead us much out of the way; for | was 
very uneaſy. Upon which he took out 
his compals, and finding it fo, altered 
his courſe to that which I thought lay 
towards the road. I then found m 
mind quite eaſy, and ſaid, I thought 
we ſhould ſoon find it, which ſo hap- 
pened. I ſaid not much to the friends, 
but was thankful to the Lord, to find 
he was pleaſed to draw my mind to- 
wards the way we wanted to go. 


Night coming on, with much rain, 
we lodged at a tavern, and next morn- 
ing got to William Townſend's, where 
we had two meetings to pretty good 
ſatisfaction. On ſeventh day we rode 
about forty miles to John Reives at 
Greenwich, were at the mceting on 
firſt day, the thirty-firſt of the twelfth 
month, and had good ſervice for 
Truth. In that place there is a pro- 
miſing appearance, among the youth, 
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of the proſperity of Truth. Second 


day, the firſt of the firſt month, we 
had a meeting at Aloway's Creek, 


which was attended with good; I being 


helped beyond my own expectation, 


On third day I had a meeting at the 
head of Aloway's Creek, where I was 


led to ſeveral ſtates in a cloſe manner, 


and came away much refreſhed in the 


Lord: praiſes be to his great Name 


for evermore ! I had a meeting at Sa- 


lem on fourth day, there being a mar- 


Triage, and the new wine was handed 
forth, which made ſeveral rejoice under 
a ſenſe of divine favour communicated 


unto our ſouls. On fifth day I had 


a meeting at Pile's grove. It was large, 


ſeveral of other ſocieties being there, 


I was opened in the free extendings of 


Goſpel love to their fouls. It was a 
good time to many, magnified be the 
God of our ſalvation ! On ſixth day 
I had a meeting at Woodbury, which 


was a ſolid good time. 


The ſixth of the firſt month I went 
to Haddonfield, and lodged at the 


widow Eaſtaugh's, where I was very 
kindly 
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kindly entertained. On firſt day I 
went to Eveſham meeting, where I had 
been before, and had ſervice for Truth 
in the love of the Goſpel. Haddon- 
field monthly meeting being on ſecond 
day, I ſtaid there, and had an exerciſe 
on my mind for the honour, promo- 
tion, and proſperity of the bleſſed 
Truth, and that all might act in the 
wiſdom, power, and life, and might 
know felt kept down by the power. 
I rejoiced I was at this meeting, Truth 
favouring, and the Lord's power being 
over all. I was made thankful in my 
heart to the great Author from whence 
all our bleſſings flow. 


I went to Philadelphia on third day, 
but finding my mind drawn towards 
the Eaſtern ſhore of Maryland, I ſet 
out again on fifth day, the eleventh of 
the firſt month, and reached Wilming- 
ton that night, I lodged at William 
Shipley's, when at Wilmington, and 
having ſeen his wife Elizabeth, when 
in Old England, in the ſervice of 


Truth, the remembrance of which had 


often been reyived upon my mind, as 


beheving 
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believing her to be a mother in Iſrael, 
and a ſanctified veſſel fitted for the 
maſter's uſe, I could not but rejoice 
to ſee her again, and find her alive in 
the Truth, now in her declining years. 
Our next meeting was at the Head of 
Saſſafraſs. It was a hard time with 
me the fore part of the meeting; yet 
I came away well ſatisfied, IT ruth fa- 
vouring towards the concluſion, to the 
honour and praiſe of Iſrael's God. 
After meeting I went home with Joſhua 
Vanſance, where I lodged. 


The next meeting was at Cecil. I 
was exceeding poor and low, and deeply 
excrciled in my mind, but was helped 
over all, and beyond all thought and 
expectation of my own ; for I think, 
1 may fay in ſincerity, I had no truſt 
nor confidence, ſave in the Lord alone, 
who hitherto hath been my rock, and 
my ſtrong tower, my ſure helper in 
every needful time. May I, with all 
mine, put our truſt in him, hath often 
been the earneſt prayer and ſupplication 
of my foul. I had a meeting at Queen 
Ann's, which ended well, the Lord's 
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power being felt among us, to our 
comfort. I lodged at Furner's, 
where we had a meeting with the fa- 
mily, and ſeveral others who came in. 
I hope it might tend in ſome degree to 
ſtir up the careleſs, and warn the un- 
faithful. The twenty-firſt of the firſt 
month I had a meeting at Tuckaho. 


It was ſmall, but attended with good, 
the Lord favouring us with his pre- 
ſence, according to his gracious Pro- 5 


miſe. 


On firſt day I croſſed Choptank 
River over to Marſhy Creek, and was 


at their meeting. I was much com- 


forted, and had peace in the diſcharge 


of what I believed to be my duty; 


though I travelled in great tear, and 
much weakneſs at times. I was at 
Choptank meeting on ſecond day, 


which was ſilent; yet I came away 
eaſy, with ſweetneſs upon my mind, 
having been ſtrengthened in my ſilent 
waiting. I had a meeting on third 


day at the Three Havens, where I was 


ſenſibly affected with the ſtates of thoſe | 


that — 4 not willing to take up the 
croſs 


1 


croſs to their corrupt wills and incli- 
nations; and had to bear teſtimony 
againſt unfaithfulneſs, diſobedience, 
truth-breakers, and ſuch as brought 
diſhonour upon the Truth, and 'our 
holy profeſſion. 1 felt the love of the 
Goſpel flow freely, even towards the 
backſliders; and in it warning them, 
I came away ſweetly comforted in my 
ſpirit, Fourth day | went to the Bay 
ſide, where we had a meeting, on fifth 
day, with a few lukewarm profeſſors. 
I had to exhort them to more diligence 
in keeping up their meetings, and 
waiting therein, that they might know 
the renewing of ſtrength in the Lord, 
and be enabled to worſhip him (as he 
is a Spirit) in Spirit and in Truth. 
On ſeventh day I was at the quarterly 
meeting of miniſters and elders at 
Three Havens, where I had ſome ſer- 
vice for Truth. On firſt day I was 
again at Tuckaho meeting, Truth 
favouring, in the love of the Goſpel, 
many divine truths were opened to 
the edification and comfort of our 
ſouls; and ended in humble ſuppli- 
cation and prayer to Almighty oy 

or 
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for his help, ſtrength, and preſerva- 
tion in the way of truth and righte- 
ouſneſs. On third day I was at Three 
Havens, at the quarterly meeting, 
where ſeveral friends had good ſervice 
for the Truth, in the love of which 
we were comforted together in the 
Lord, and helped to bear teſtimony 
againſt thoſe things which are crept in 
by reaſon of unfaithfulneſs among the 
profeſſors of Truth. On fourth day, 
the thirty-firſt of the firſt month, I, 
with ſeveral friends, went towards 
Lewis Town. On fixth day had a 
meeting at Cold Spring, where 1s a 
poor company of indifferent lukewarm 
profeſſors. On ſeventh day I had a 
meeting at Motherkill, which was 
pretty large, and attended with the 
ſhedding abroad of divine love to the 


people. 
I was at Little Creek on firſt day, 


where we were comforted together in 
the Lord. Here is a promiſing pro- 
ſpect among the young people of the 
proſperity of Truth. I was at Duck 
Creek meeting on ſecond day, which 
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was ſmall, yet a living open time to 
ſeveral. Thence I aſſed to George's 
C:eck, where I had a meeting ; and 
ſo to Wilmington, where I met with 
Samuel Spavold, who embarked for 
England on fifth day, the eighth of 
the ſecond month 1759. I ſtaid the 
monthly meeting, which was that day, 
in which I was largely opened to the 
ſtates of ſeveral, things being much 
out of order, by reaſon of a difference 
which had happened among them. I 
came away I thought clear, and eaſy 
in my mind. On ſeventh day, the 
tenth of the ſecond month, I was at 
Concord quarterly meeting for mini- 
ſters and eiders, which was ſolid, and 
much good advice was handed torth. 
On firſt day I was at Kennett, and had 
large openings to the people, in the 
free extendings of the line of Truth's 
way. On 2d day was again at Con- 
cord quarterly meeting for worſhip and 
diſcipline, in which Truth's teſtimony 
went forth againſt diſorderly gainſayers, 
and liberrine ſpirits, I had a word of 
comfort and conſolation alſo to the 
weak feeble mourners in Zion. Things 
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cloſed well, . and, we parted refreſhed 
in the Lord. On third day, I; was at 
a meeting at Providence, held for 
young people chiefly ; it was to good 
ſatisfaction, and ended well. On fourth 
day,  the,, fourteenth of the. ſecond 
month, I had a meeting at Birming- 
ham. . I felt the Lord was with us, 
helping and making way by his own 
power; praiſes be to his great Name 


for ever J 
After meeting, we croſſed the river 
called Brandywine, and went -to my 
kind friend William Harvey's, where 
I was kindly entertained. On fifth 
day, the fifteenth of the ſecond month, 
I had a meeting at Center, in New- 
caſtle county. I was glad and thank 
ful in my mind, to feel myſelf fully 
given up to what the good hand was 
pleaſed to give forth, either to ſpeak; 
or be ſilent. On ſixth day I had a 
meeting at Oceſſan, which was pretty 
large, and in degree favoured ; yet 
could not ſay I rejoiced, for in that 
place I felt the ſeed ſuffered, as well 
as 1n many other places, where my 0 | 
hat 
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hath been caſt of late; eſpecially among 
the elders, and thoſe that ſhould be 
the foremoſt rank in religion. I could 
not help mourning in ſecret, at times, 
under a ſenſe of the relapſed ſtate of 
the church of Chriſt in many places. 
How departed from the innocency and 
ſimplicity, and decking herſelf with 
her own ornaments of ſelf-righteoul- 
neſs, and alſo ſtained and ſpotted with 
the world, and the filth of the fleſh! 
On ſeventh day I was at the meeting 
for miniſters and elders, held at Lon- 
don Grove for that quarter, and alſo 
at their meeting on firſt: day, which 
was bleſſed with the company of him 
that dwelt in the buſh; tor his ſacred 
fire was kindled in our hearts, with 
living deſires, that the mount of Efau 
might be conſumed. On ſecond day 
(after a ſolemn humbling ſeaſon toge- 
ther, in true ſpiritual worſhip, which 


ended with thankfulneſs and living 


praiſes to Almighty God) the affairs 
of the church were carried on, and 
tranſacted in brotherly love, and con- 
deſcenſion towards one another. We 
had alſo a comfortable and confirming 

time 
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time together on third day, at our fare- 
well meeting, which being a freſn ſeal of 
the Father's love, and continued re- 
gard for his church and people, in 
uniting and making us to rejoice to- 
gether in him, it will remain, I hope, 
upon many minds, with gratitude to 


the great Giver of every good gift. 
Whilft I was here I lodged one night 


at John Smith's, an ancient friend, 
who had kept his place well in the 
Truth, and alſo at Joſhua Puſſey's, a 
good ſolid friend, who had a hopeful 
offspring. Hence 'I went to Weſt 
Caln, and lodged at George Singular's, 
and was at the meeting on fourth day, 
the twenty-firſt of the ſecond month. 
It was an exerciſing time with me, yet 
I could not ſay but I thought Truth 
had the dominion. After meeting I 
croſſed Brandywine, and went to Eaſt 
Caln, and was at the meeting on fifth 
day, the twenty-ſecond of the ſecond 
month, which proved an helpful edi- 
tying ſeaſon to many. I went after 
meeting to Downing's Town, and had 
an evening meeting at a friend's houſe, 

which 


1 
which was thought by ſome to good 
ſervice, On ſixth day I had a meeting 
at Nantinil, after which I felt eaſy in 
my ſpirit, notwithſtandin J had cloſe 
and hard labour. On ſeventh day I 
had a meeting at Pikeland, which 
was a watering time, for the Lord 
hath a living ſeed in that place, which 
in his own time he will raiſe up to the 
praiſe of his own great Name | 


On "firſt day I was at Yougland 
meeting. It was large, and attended 
with a good degree of divine favour, 
which made it ſatisfactory to many, 
though not ſo open as at ſome other 
times 'to me. Our next was at the 
Foreſt, or Robinſon's. I was much 
exetciſed to recommend to an inward 
waiting, which by many profeſſors is 

much neglected. Our next meeting 
was at Exeter. On fifth day we had 
a meeting at Reading, and afterward 
went to Maiden Creek. At Reading our 
meeting was in the town-houſe, or 
court-houſe, where ſeveral ſoldiers 
came, and many of the towns people, 
who behaved very ſoberly ; the” good 


power 
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power of Truth coming over all, and 
revailing, many miads were humbled 
and brought low. It was a good time, 
eſpecially to ſome of the ſoldiers, who 
were reached by the inviſible power 
of Truth. The meeting ended in 
praiſes and thankfulneſs to the Al- 
mighty, for his unſpeakable favours ; 
who is over all, worthy for evermore 


After meeting we went to Maiden 
Creek, where we had a meeting on 
ſixth day. It was large, and to toler- 
able good ſatisfaction. We lodged at 
Moſes Star's. On firſt day we had a 
meeting at the Great Swamp. It was 
a living ſatisfactory time to ſeveral ; 
and, in general, an edifying ſeaſon. 
[| dined, after meeting, at Morris Mor- 
ris's, the huſband of the worthy Su- 
ſanna Morris, and then rode to Plump- 
ſtead, where we had a meeting on ſe- 
cond day, the fifth of the third month. 
The good power of Truth was allo 
telt among us in this meeting, to the 
edification and comfort of our ſouls. 
On third day I was at Buckingham 
monthly meeting, in which I was fa- 

voured 
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voured with the pure life and freſh 
ſpring of the Goſpel, which ran freely 
in the love of it. 


Here is a large body of people in 
this province of Pennſylvania, tne 
elders of which are too much in the 
outward court, which 1s only trodden 


by the Gentiles, or ſuch as are in the 


ſpirit of the world ; yet a young and 
riſing generation is here, as well as in 
ſeveral other places where my lot hath 
been caſt, ſince I came into this land, 
whom the Lord hath viſited by his 
power, and good Spirit in their hearts, 
which, as they take good heed in yield- 
ing obedience to, and bring all things 
into the obedience of Chriſt, will 
crucify all their inordinate deſires, evil 
thoughts, and imaginations, and enable 
them to bring forth the fruits of the 
Spirit, which are love, joy, peace, 
gentleneſs, meckneſs, long- ſuffering, 
and goodnels : againſt thele there 1s 
no law. I have often travailed for 
them ſince I have been among them, 
leſt the labours of love, which have 
long been beitowed on thee, Oh Ame- 
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rica] thou favoured of the Lord] leſt 
they ſhould be beſtowed on thee in vain 
and thou, inſtead of bringing forth 
fruits to the praiſe of the great Huſ- 
bandman, ſhould bring forth wild 
grapes, fruits of the fleſh, ſuch as he 
can in no wiſe take delight in; and 
inſtead of a bleſſing, draw down a 
curſe, and provoke 1 to take away 
the hedge of his protection, and thou 
be trodden down and laid waſte by the 
devourer ; and for thy ingratitude, 
diſobedience, and unfaithfulneſs to him, 
even command his clouds not to rain 
upon thee any more. But mayſt thou 
never harden thine heart, and ſtiffen 
thy neck againſt ſo tender a Father, 
who hath ſo long nurſed and fed thee ; 
ſo merciful a God, who hath often 
pardoned thine iniquities, though th 
ave been as a thick cloud. He hat! 
ſo viſited thee, in mercy ſparing, and 
waiting thy return, that if thou return 
not with thy whole heart, his anger 
and indignation certainly will break 
forth againſt thee, and fo as not to be 
quenched; no, though thou mayſt make 
many prayers, and ſpread forth thine 
R 8 2 hands, 
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hands, he will not hear nor regard 
inaſmuch as thou haſt hated inſtruc- 
tion, and did not chuſe the fear of the 
Lord, but haſt ſet at nought all his 
counſel, and would not take heed to, 
nor regard the ſecret reproots of in- 
ſtruction in thine own heart. He will 
alſo laugh at thy calamity, and even 
mock when thy fear cometh ; when 
thy deſolation is unavoidable, and thy 
deſtruction as ſwift as the whirlwind. 
I humbly beg this may never be thy 
doom ; but in order that the days of 
his mercy, and thy tranquillity, may 
be lengthened out, let Truth take 
place, that equity, juſtice, and true 
judgment, may run down in the ſtreets 
of thine heart like a mighty ſtream : 
then ſhall thy peace be as a river, or 
as the waves of the fea, that never 
can be dried up. 


I was at Wright's Town on fourth 
day. It was an exerciſing and low 
time with me, but I truſt Truth did 
not ſuffer on my account. On fifth 
day I was at Wakefield, It was a 
living and precious time with us 
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the meeting, Truth's power prevailing 


to the dividing the word aright. The 
ſenſe of which is cauſe of true thank- 
fulneſs to the humble-hearted. I had 
a meeting at the Falls on ſixth day, to 


ſolid ſatisſaction; and after, rode to 


Briſtol, and had a meeting on ſcventh 
day, the 10th of the third month. I 
was glad Truth in ſome good degree 
had the dominion. I ſtaid the meeting 
on firſt day, the eleventh of the third 
month. This was a good time to us; 
the Lord's power was over all, to the 


praiſe of his own great Name ! 


On ſecond day I had a meeting at 
Abington, in which I was favoured 


with the openings of Truth, in the 


ſpring of the Goſpel, to the exhorting 
all to faithfulneſs, even the rebellious, 
and gainſayers; that they might come 
to know ſalvation to their fouls through 
Chriſt. My next meeting was at Hor- 
ſham, which was large; in which 
Truth favouring, it was made a pre- 
cious time to many, as I then felt. 
On fourth day I had a meeting at 
North Wales, where there is a pretty 
large 
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large body of friends; the ſight of 


whom. in many places, and the ſenſe 
of divine favour ſtill extended towards 
them, was cauſe of humble thankfulneſs. 
On fifth day, the fifteenth of the third 
month, I got to Philadelphia, having 
been about nine weeks in this viſit 
from Philadelphia, which I made my 
home, while in this part of the world, 
with the widow Rachel Pemberton, 
and her fon John, worthy friends; 
ſhe a mother in Iſrael, and a great 
care-taker of the poor ſervants who 
have been ſent, not only in opening 
the door, and kindling the fire, but 
in miniſtring every thing that ſhe 
thought might be a help and ſervice 
to them in their journey; for which, 
J am fully A 16k as in my mind, ſhe, 
with many others, will not loſe their 
reward. ** Inaſmuch as ye did it to 
« unto one of thoſe little ones” (ſaith 
our dear Lord) “ that believe in my 


« Name, ye did it unto me.” 


The thirty-firſt of the third month 

I left Philadelphia again, in order to 
viſit a few meetings in Cheſter county, 
where 
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where J had not yet been. On firſt day 
I was at Providence meeting, which 
was a good and ſatisfactory opportunity, 
the ſtate of things much opened, and 
our minds in a good degree humbled, 
under a lively ſenſe of divine favour. 
I was at Concord on ſecond day. John 
Churchman alſo being there, was ve 

helpful to ſettle the minds of ſome, 
who had gone into jangling about ſome 
things which had happened among 
them. This being their monthly meet- 
ing, we left them to appearance in a 
pretty quiet frame of mind, and things 
ended well. After meeting I rode to- 
wards Hartford, and on third day was 
at Hartford meeting, which was well. 
On fourth day I was at Darby meeting. 
It was an exerciſing time to me, things 
being much out of order, ſome dif- 
tering in their judgment concerning 
what was, and what was not, conſiſtent 
with our religious principles in regard 
to military ſervice, in which feveral 
had been meddling and concerning 
themſelves, who go under our name. 
This brought great exerciſe and trouble 
on the faithful. A grievous refractory 
| liber- 
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libertine ſpirit I ſaw appeared; yet it 
was in a good degree kept down, and 
Truth, in ſome good meaſure, had the 
dominion. 


On fifth day, the fifth of the fourth 
month, I was at Springfield. It was 
a large good ſeaſonable opportunity to 
many. On ſixth day I was at Newtown 
meeting; in which Truth's way was 
largely opened, and livingly ſet forth 
in the power of it, to the humbling, 
and ſolid ſatis faction of many: a day 
to be remembered by the ſenſible, 
After meeting I went to George Mills's, 
where I had been before; a very kind 
friend. On firſt day I was at Middle- 
town meeting. It was a large gather- 
ing, and Truth had the dominion over 
all ; though many dry profeſſors were 
liſtening and longing after words, which 
ſometimes hath cauſed the living ſtream 
to be withheld for a ſeaſon; yet the 
reat goodneſs and condeſcenſion of a 
mercitul God is wonderful, in that he 
is pleaſed to cauſe the living ſtream of 
the goſpel miniſtry to iſſue and break 
forth in a wonderful manner, to the 
| refreſhing 
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refreſhing of his own heritage. The 


glory and honour, with living praiſes, 
e given to him, and that tor ever- 


more! 


I had an evening meeting at the 
ſchool-houſe, it alſo was an opportu- 
nity of good to our fouls, which were 


ref hed together in the Lord. Iſaac 


Greenleat of Philadelphia being with 
me, on ſecond day, we were at Goſhen 
meeting, which was attended with 
good; Truth in ſome good degree 
tavouring. We lodged at Aaron Aſh- 


bridge's, and on third day had a meet- 


Ing at Bradford, We were much hin- 
dered in our way by the waters being 
much out, and a friend was 1n great 
danger of being carried away, but was 


pre ſerved. We got to meeting, though 


friends had been gathered an hour, or 
more. It proved a good ſeaſon; the 
Lord had compaſſion on us, and cauſed 
his Goſpel rain to deſcend on the thirſty 
ground, to the retreſhing of that which 
was of his own right hand planting, 
and alfo to the placing judgment upon 
the unrighteous part, and all the fruits 


TS thereof. 
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thereof. I came away thankful in my 
ſpirit to the Lord, for his great good. 
neſs to his poor people ; becauſe I ſaw 
his mercy and loving-kindneſs endure 
for ever. 


On fourth day we had a meeting at 


the Great Valley, in which I perceived 


the extendings of good was offered, 
even to the gainſayers and rebellious : 
a mercy unſpeakable! After meeting 
we went to a friend's houſe, with 
whom Margaret Ellis abides, and were 
at Radnor meeting on fifth day, the 
twelfth of the fourth month ; in which, 
though I was attended with much 
weakneſs, I thought I had ſome ſervice 
for Truth. On ſixth day I had a meet- 
ing at Merion, which was not an un- 
profitable ſeaſon, I truſt, to ſeveral. 
I returned that day to Philadelphia, 
and on ſeventh day, with John Pem- 
berton, I rode to Plymouth, and was 
at that meeting. On firſt and ſecond 
day at New Providence. On third 
day returned again to Philadelphia, 
with ſome degree of ſatisfaction, and 
attended their weck- day meeting, there 

being 
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being a marriage. Several did rejoice 
under a renewed ſenſe of the ancient 
power, and loving kindneſs of our 
heavenly Father's tender regard, in 
that he was pleaſed to cauſe his love 
and life-giving preſence to be felt 
amongſt us, to the refreſhing the ſin- 
cere and upright hearted. Glory and 
praiſe be to his great Name; for he is 
worthy for ever ! 


I ſtaid in and about Philadelphia 
betwixt three and four weeks, in which 
time I attended meetings, as they came 
in courſe; and alſo paid ſeveral reli- 
gious viſits to families, as I found my 
mind drawn in the movings of Truth : 
in all which ſervice, though but ſmall 
in compariſon of ſome others, I found 
my ſpirit favoured with ſweetneſs, and 
a degree of peace. Whilſt I waited 
here, ſuppoſing my ſervice to be moſtly 
over upon the continent, having paid 
a general viſit, I unexpectedly, and 
pretty ſuddenly, felt a ſtrong draught 
towards Barbadoes, or the Weſt India 
Iflands. I acquainted friends there- 
with, and made ſome eſſay for a paſ- 
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ſage, yet faw not my way quite clear; 
but in waiting felt my way open to- 
wards the Jerſeys, and on the twelfth 
of the fifth month I, with John Pem- 
berton, went to Mount Holly, and was 
at the two-weeks meeting on firſt day: 
and on 2d day at Morris Town, where 
a meeting was appointed for two friends, 
who were on their way towards Salem 
yearly meeting, where I was alſo with 
them. On third day John Pemberton 
left me at Ancocas-meeting, which 
was in a good degree fatisfattory, and 
alſo to the honour of Truth, the edi- 
hcation of the Lord's people, and the 
, praiſe of his great Name! On third 
day evening I came to my worthy and 
well-eſteemed friend Elizabeth Ea- 
ſtaugh's, where I lodged. On fourth 
day I was at a meeting at Haddonfield; 
on fifth day at Woodbury ; ſixth day 
at Solomon Lipingcot's; ſeventh day 
at Piles-Grove. All theſe meetings, 
I thought, had a good tendency to the 
edification of the churches, and ended 
well. Thankſgiving and praiſe be to 
him that lives and abides for ever- 
more 


The 


[ 149 J 


The nineteenth of the fifth month 
1759, the yearly mceting tor worſhip 
at Salem began, where we were much 
comforted together, in the enjoyment 
of divine goodneſs. The free extend- 
ings of the Goſpel-ſpring flowed plen- 
titully, to the watering the heritage 
of God; the ſenſe whereof bowed 
many with humble reverence, 1n praiſes 
to his great and everlaſting Name, who 
is worthy for ever | The twenty-fifth 
we had a meeting at Eveſham, and 
went next day to Mount Holly, where 
alſo we had a meeting ; on ſeventh day 
to Croſwick's, where their quarter] 
meeting began for miniſters and elders. 
On firit day I was at Borden-Town, 
in the fore part of the day, and at 
Trent-Town in the evening; at which 
meetings we were meaſureably com- 
forted. On ſecond day I was at Croſ- 
wick's again, at the meetings for wor- 
ſhip and diſcipline, wherein Truth fa- 
voured us in a good degree. On third 
day the meeting 'was very large, and 
I was deeply engaged for the honour 
of Truth's cauſe, there being a looſe 
libertine ſpirit amongſt ſome who go 

under 
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under the name of friends, yet never 
came under the yoke of Chriſt, to know 
the deeds of the body to be mortified; 
but live at eaſe in the gratification of 
their heart's luſts, and cauſe the way 
of Truth to be evil ſpoken of. My 
concern was chiefly to ſuch as live at 
eale in Zion, and to the backſliders in 
Iſrael, yet I had a word of comfort to 
the mourners in Zion, and the heavy- 
hearted in Jeruſalem, that they might 
hold on their way. I was glad of fo 
ſeaſonable an opportunity, wherein I 
was led to ſpeak 1o cloſely to the ſtates 
of many, in true Goſpel-love, which 
was as a ſeal of divine favour. 


Upon our taking leave of each other, 
we committed one another to the Lord, 
and parted in great love, and true 
Goſpel-fellowſhip. I then croſſed De- 
laware at the Falls, in order to ſee my 
friends once more in Bucks county, 
where there is a large body, and got 
to my worthy friend John Scarbrough's 
on fourth day, with whom I had tra- 
velled ſeveral weeks both in the Jerſeys 
and Maryland. I had great ſatisfaction 

in 
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in his company, he being a man of a 
good underiianding, a tender ſpirit, 
and very ſerviceable in the church. 
The quarterly meeting for miniſters 
and elders began at Buckingham on 
fourth day, the thirtieth of the fifth 
month, which I attended, and alſo on 
fifth day a meeting for worſhip and 
diſcipline, and I thought different ſen- 
timents were getting in amongſt them. 
If great care is not taken to keep to 
Truth's teachings, and the unerrin 
uidance of it, which will ſubdue arid 
Fe down all unruly ſpirits, there will 
be great trouble and unealineſs, if not 
ſeparation, in many places: for I ſaw 
an evil ſpirit of diſſention was got into 
the church, and in the ways of its 
workings, it appeared in divers ſhapes, 
in order to draw after it the hearts of 
the ſimp:e, and ſuch as, like itſelf, are 
unſtable ; for it is an unitable ſpirit, 
and by this it may be known, and ſuch 
as are led into its ways, and own its 
workings. For they will be reſtleſs, 
not ealy, under the croſs ; but will 
cait off the yoke of Chriſt, and go 
from his teachings, meckneſs, and 
humility, 
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humility, into a haughty proud ſpirit, 
which is rough, full of hatred and 
envy, deſpiſeth counſel, and will not 
bear reproof. This ſpirit, I thought, 
I perceived working in the myſtery of 
iniquity ; but its time 1s not yet fully 
come, to bring forth its monſtrous 
birth. The Lord's mercy is very great 
to his people, for this ſeed of the ſcr- 
pent hath hitherto been cruſhed, and 
put by, in its puttings forth; and the 
true ſeed, though through hard la. 
bour and travel, hath been brought 
forth into dominion, to the praiſe of 


Iſrael's God. 


This quarterly meeting conſiſted of 
ſeveral hundreds, moſtly a young ge- 
neration. The gracious extendings of 

divine goodneſs was felt, and Truth's 


wer did prevail over all the powers 
and ſpirits of darkneſs. I was glad | 
I was here, and my {ſpirit did rejoice 
in the Lord, the God of my ſalvation. 
After meeting on fixth day I went | 
home with Samuel Wilſon. On firit Þ 
day I was at Plumpſtead meeting, 


which was attended with good, the 
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power of Truth prevailing. In the 
evening I was at a meeting nigh Buck- 
ingham, at a ſchool-houſe. It was a 
large gathering, and we were much 
comforted and refreſhed together in 
the Lord. I was at their monthly 
meeting at Buckingham on ſecond 
day, the fourth cf the ſixth month, in 
which, through the prevalence and own- 
ing of Truth, which came over the 
minds of the people, things were 
carried on well, both in the time of 
divine worſhip, and in tranſacting of 
the affairs of the church; for the 
power of Truth kept down all reſtleſs 
and unruly ſpirits, which at times are 
putting up their heads in oppoſition 
to the teſtimony thereof, and are for 
trampling all diſcipline under foot. 
I was deeply exerciſed in my ſpirit 
before the Lord, at times, that I might 
be kept in the innocency, meek nels, 
and pure wiſdom. Some being, as I 
thought, righteous over-much, I was 
afraid, leſt they ſhould deſtroy them- 


ſelves, and ſo diſhonour the cauſe of 


Truth, which they at times had fo 
zealouſly contended for, 


U After 
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After this meeting was over, I went 
to Wright's Town monthly meeting, 
which was next day. In this meeting 
I had hard labour and exerciſe ; yet 
things ending well, I came away ſatiſ- 
fied, and thankful in my heart to the 
Lord, for his unſpeakable mercies. 
The Falls monthly meeting being on 
fourth day, I was there alſo, had ſome 
ſervice for Truth, and parted with 
ſeveral friends in much love and tender- 
neſs, we not expecting to ſee each other 
again in mutability. On fifth day 1 
was at Middletown monthly meeting, 
in which I was drawn forth, in the 
living ſpring of the Goſpel, both 
in the men's and women's meeting. 
Then feeling my ſpirit eaſy and 
clear, I left them in love, and the unity 
of the one ſpirit, which had united 
us together in a near manner, 


On firſt day I was again at North 
Wales, and had good ſatisfaction at 
their two meetings. On ſecond day 
returned again to Philadelphia, having 
been about a month from the town. 


On 


— SS . Wy ST a 


[ 155 J 


On third day, the twelfth of the ſixth 
month, I was at the Bank meeting, in 
which we were comforted together, it 
being an edifying ſeaſon to many, 
ſtaid in and about Philadelphia about 
four weeks, viſiting ſome families, and 
attending meetings as they came in 
courſe, though, in meetings, I had 
little to ſay, being ſhut up, and much 
bound in my ſpirit to keep ſilence in 
that city. The cauſe is beſt known to 
the great overſeer of his people, who 
can do with them as ſeemeth to him 
good : and I ſaw it was good for his 
ſervants to be reſigned and contented 
with all the openings and ſhuttings of 
his hand; with the various diſpenſa- 
tions he is pleaſed to lead through, 
that there may not be any confuſion 
throughout the camp of God's Iſrael. 
I could not but rejoice, in thankful- 
neſs of heart, that I was quite filent, 
and ſtill in my ſpirit ; being made 
ſenſible it was the Lord's own doings : 
and indeed it is marvellous in our eyes, 
that he, who is the captain of our ſal- 
vation, ſhould call for ſuch a ceſſation 
of arms, for a ſeaſon, that his ſoldiers 
U 2 might 
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might take a little reſt under his royal 
pavilion, and canopy of pure love. 


I was at Darby week-day meeting 
the fourth of the weck; on fifth day 
at Cheſter week-day meeting ; and on 
fixth day at Chicheſter, where a mcet- 
ing was appointed for me; which was 
large, and accompanied with the free 
extendings of divine mercy to our 
foul's retreſhment. On ſeventh day I 
was at London-Grove monthly meet- 
ing; and alſo at their meeting on firſt 
day. It was a contriting and bowing 
time with many, and we parted in the 
true unity, fellowſhip, and heart-ten- 
dering love of the Goſpel of Peace. 
On ſecond day I was at Concord 
monthly meeting, which was a hard, 
laborious, exerciſing ſeaſon, both in 


time of worſhip and diſcipline ; things 


being much out of Goſpel order, by 
reaſon of ſtrife and diſcord, as oppoſite 
to the pure and peaceable government 
of the church of Chriſt, as darkneſs 
is to light. The evil ſpirit was kept 
down in a good degree, and that which 


% & / 

MA 
C 

s 
8. 

2 
4 

% 

- 


WAS 


„ 


. \ & WW ay 0” 0 re, hath. | * Wwe 


pom S 


GE. 0 9 we gn” WW 


F 


I 


was out of order much helped by the 
power of Truth. 


The tenth of the ſeventh month 
1759, I got to Philadelphia; the eigh- 
teenth, ſeveral friends accompanying 
me, we went to Cheſter, and the nine- 
teenth on board a veſſel, which was 
bound for Barbadoes. Sometime after 
we were got to ſea, I was cloſely exer- 
ciſed in my mind, which brought me 
very low, in humble ſupplication be- 
fore the Lord, that he would be pleaſed 
to enable me to go through whatſoever 
he, in the courſe of his infinite wiſdom, 
might ſuffer to come upon me, whe- 
ther for a trial of my faith, or any 
other of his wiſe and good ends. For 
I could appeal to him in great ſincerity, 
it was in obedience to his requirings, 
that I had undertaken that voyage; 
and not in my own will. This was 


indeed with me as a time of renewing, 


of my covenant, and coming under 
a cloſe engagement, that if he would 
but be with me, to deliver and preſerve 
me in the way that I had to go, ſo that 
I might return again to his houſe in 

true 
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true peace; then he ſhould be my 
God, and I would ſerve him. May | 
I therefore, with all the Lord's ſer. | 
vants every where, not only make | 


covenants, when under cloſe and deep 


exerciſe of ſoul ; but, Oh! let us be 


concerned ſtrictly to obſerve and keep 


them; for I am a living witneſs for | 
him, that he is a covenant-keeping | 


God with his people. 


Whilſt I was under this living and [| 
freſh baptiſm, thoſe, to whom I am 
the moſt nearly united in the cloſeſt | 
ties of nature, were brought nigh to 

me in ſpirit (though far ſeparated in 
body) with ſtrong deſires, and fervent [| 


ſupplications, that they might be pre- 
ſerved in the Truth, and that the Lord, 
in his infinite mercy, would be pleaſed 
to viſit their ſouls with a freſh viſitation 
of his pure love. The churches allo 
of , the Lord (eſpecially thoſe people 
J had fo lately viſited, and had at times 
been ſo cloſely engaged for, in the love 
of the Father) were ſpread before me 
in the neareſt manner, with fervent 
prayer, that they might abide in his 

5 love, 
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love, ſtand in his counſel, and live in 
his holy fear; that ſo we might till 
be a people to his praiſe, and bring 
honour to his great and holy Name, 
and the profeſſion we are making of 
the bleſſed Truth; that the bleſſings 
which he hath reſerved, and laid up 
in ſtore, might not be withheld, but 
1 ee down upon his 
eritage. 


My mind now was much eaſed, and 
that which had been as a load upon 
my ſpirit was taken away, and I was 
freely reſigned to the will of God. 
At that time, if I rightly knew my 
own heart, the fear ot death was alſo 
removed, and, I truſt, the occaſion of 
it, which is ſin; for I did not find 
that my conſcience condemned me, 
though I well know, I have nothing 
to truſt in but divine mercy, through 
my dear Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
in whom, and by whom, all our ſins 
are taken away, and we are redeemed 
unto God, and that by his moſt pre- 
cious blood. It is by him we alſo have 
acceſs to the Father, his ſpirit bearing 

witnels 
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witneſs with our ſpirits, that we are 
his children, often crying, Abba, Fa— 
ther, through the eternal Spirit, which 
helpeth our infirmities, and maketh 
interceſſion for us; enabling us to 
aſk aright, and pray In an acceptable 
manner. 


I may not omit remarking at this 
time, when the French were nigh 
taking us, my ſpirit was ſo at liberty, 
and over them, and all the powers of 
darknels, in the Lord, that 1 did not 
ſee it would be fo; and having had 
great freedom and liberty in my "mind 
to go in this ſame veſſel, could not 
reflect upon myſelf for miſſing of 1t 
in any reſpect, except it was in making 
mention of it ſometimes too freely, 
which it is likely ſome might lay hold 
ot, and that not to their own advantage. 
When we were taken, the Frenchmen 
(conſidering all their views are for 
plunder) did no! uſe me ill. They 
took my little money, ſome of my 
linnen, and part of my other wearing 
apparel ; but my bed and cheſt, with 
many other neceſſaries, they et me 
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keep; which was of great ſervice to 
me afterwards. For I was now in a 
part of the world where I was a ſtran- 


ger, and no money of my own left; 


yet I do not remember I either mur- 
mured, or repined at what had befal- 
Jen me; or that any diſtruſtful thoughts 
roſe in my heart, ſo as to trouble and 


oppreſs my ſpirit ; which I efteemed 


as one of the moſt ſingular favours 
amongſt the many I have received from 
the great and merciful hand. 


The privateer belonging to Martini- 
co, we landed at a town called St. Pe- 
ter's; great part of which was laid in 
aſhes about two weeks after we were 
ſet at liberty, as I was afterwards in- 
formed. We were all had to priſon ; 
but our captain, myſelf, the mate, 
and a paſſenger, were put into a little 
room, which opened into the priſon- 
yard. I think it was about twelve 
teet ſquare, and we upwards of twenty 
(if I remember right) to lie in it. 
Before we left the place, my fellow- 
priſoners behaved courteouſly and ci- 
X villy, 


1 


villy, none of them offering me any 
abuſe, though I had often to reprove, 
and exhort them to amend their lives, 
It was extreme hot weather, and our 
yard, where we had liberty to walk, 
as well as our lodging room, was ex- 
oſed to the ſun moſt of the day. 
hey let me have my bed in the night 
next to the door and window for the 
benefit of the air, which was an ad- 
vantage; but, alas! I had a great diſ- 
advantage along with it, for the tub in 
which we eaſed ourſelves, ſtood very 
nigh me, and the waſh and filth of the 
court-yard came through a hole in the 
wall, very nigh the window where | 
lay, ſo that oft in the night I was nigh 
fainting with ſtink, which the heat of 
the weather made very nauſeouis. The 
bread allowed us was pretty good, but 
almoſt every kind of victuals was 
loathſome to my ſtomach in this ſtink- 
ing unwholeſome place. There were 
ſalt beef and pork for thoſe that could 
eat them ; but it being neither ſoaked, 
nor halt boiled, I perceived there was 
bur little of it eaten by any. My chiet 
living, whilſt there, was bread and 
water, 
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water, ſometimes a little coffee, but 
that was ſeldom, for we could not 
always get it boiled. Oatmeal! mixed 
in water was what I often drank, it 
ſerving alſo for food. The water they 
let the priſoners have, I believe, is very 
unwholſome, it being taken up below, 
where the negroes waſh their clothes, 
and alſo where the filth of the town 1s 
caſt in, Moſt of the priſoners, I per- 
ceived, were troubled with a lax ; and 
I had not been there above two or three 
days, before I was taken with it; 
which, with the extreme heat, and 
unwholſomeneſs of the place, brought 
me ſo low and weak, that it was hard 
work for me to walk about a little in 
the priſon- yard; but I ſtrove, and was 
helped indeed beyond my own expec- 
tation; for after we were ſet at liberty 
from the priſon, we were ſix days on 
board the veſſel that ſet us upon the 
Engliſh iſland, in which time I think 
I tuffered more hardſhip than whilſt I 
was in priſon ; for being very weak, and 
the weather {till hot, cloſe, and ſultry, 
I could not abide in the cabin among 
the people, but was forced to lie upon 
X 2 the 
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the deck, where I could get air, though 
] was expoſed to the night-dews, and 
guſts of rain, which we ſometimes had; 

all which tended to increaſe my dif. 
order, The French captain gave me 
the liberty of the cabin, and ſhewed 
me kindneſs in other reſpects. We 
were becalmed under the iſland of 
Guadaloupe, and came to an anchor 
in a cove, where we took in freſh water 
but I went not on ſhore, I was in- 
formed there was a great mortality 
among the Engliſh foldiers ; and many 
others, who went about buſineſs, were 
taken off very ſuddenly at this place. 


The ſeventh of the ninth month 
they landed us at the iſland called St. 
Chriſtopher's, where I found ſome kind 
friendly people; though the generality 
yrs very gay, light, and airy. After 
I had been there a little time, my diſor- 
55 abating, I began to gather ſtrength, 
as to walk about; and I found a 
4 here, who had ſome knowledge of 


friends, and their principles, by reaſon 


of their education. One Joſhua Law- 
ſon, a ſailmaker by trade, a man of 
| | good 
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good report among his neighbours, 
was willing I ſhould have meetings at 
his houſe, he having a large room very 
ſuitable for that purpoſe. So I had 
ſeveral meetings, the town's people 
coming pretty generally, and ſeveral 
were reached, I believe, by the heart- 
ſearching power of Truth, which 
opened unto them their ſtates and con- 
ditions, eſpecially ſome of the younger 
ſort, who were tender, and very de- 
ſirous to have meetings. But, alas 
their eye and expectation began to be 
ſo upon the poor weak inſtrument, 
that I queried in my own mind, whe- 
ther I ſhould have any more meetings 
with them; for that ſpirit, which hun- 
gers after words, ſometimes ſhuts up 
the ſpring of the true miniſtry ; or it 
is withheld for a time on that account, 


However, now about, it revived in 
my mind, that I had felt a draught of 
the Father's love towards the iſland of 
Nevis, when we failed paſt it, in our 
paſſage from Martinico; though I was 
told by one that knew the place (ſuch 
was the conduct of many of the inha- 

k bitants) 
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bitants) there were little hopes of get- 
ting a meeting, or being received there; 
but that did not diſcourage me, I find- 
ing ſomething in my mind that re- 
moved that obſtacle out of the way, 
Therefore I, with Caleb Copeland, a 
young man from North America, took 
boat, and in a few hours arrived at 
Charles Town, the chief place on the 
iſland. We took up our quarters at 
a tavern. The day following, being 
their general court, many of their in- 
habitants came to town, and the place 
where we were being nigh the court- 
houſe, and the grand jury doing their 
buſineſs, and dining there, drew a 
pretty deal of company. Moſt of them, 
at their firſt ſeeing me, ſeemed as 
though they could hardly be ſatisfied 
with gazing; but I endeavoured to 
keep my eye to the Lord, whole pre- 
ſence I felt to be nigh me in a good 
degree, to keep me ſtill and quiet, 
So they had their full view of me, till 
their curioſity was pretty well ſatisfied, 
They offered no other incivility, than 
flearing, Iſhmael- like. However, the 
grand jury, either out of kindneſs, or 

| further 
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further to ſatisfy their curioſity, ſent 
us an invitation to dine with them; 
but it being late before they went to 
dinner, our landlady ordered ours 
ſooner. I did not find any thing in 
my mind againſt eating with them; 
though many of them be a light, vain, 
airy people, and their company not 
dellrable to a ſolid mind. 


They ſent a meſſenger for us when 
they ſat down, by whom I ſent word 
we had dined. But they {ent again, 
ſo I went in, and told them we took 
their invitation kindly, but we had 
dined, and therefore deſired to be ex- 
cuſed from ſitting down with them. 
They did not ſeem ſo light and airy 
now, as they did before ; but ſaid, 
they ſhould have been glad to have 
had our company. I obſerved, they are 
very much in the cuſtom of drinking 
of healths, as well as in uſing man 
other vain compliments, which I had 
to ſhew my diſlike to, not only by not 
uſing them, but in letting them alſo 
know they were againſt our principles, 
and the apoſtle's advice to the be- 
lievers,. 
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lievers, where he ſaith, © Be not con- 
„ formable to this world; but be ye 
« transformed, by the renewing of 
« your minds.” I much deſire m 
children may take notice of theſe little 
remarks, and put in practice that ex- 
cellent advice of the apoltle, not to 
be conformable to the world's lan- 
guage, vain cuſtoms, and faſhions, 
which deface that beautiful image and 
hkeneſs man was firſt created in: for 
every thing was good that God made, 
and had an excellency and beauty in 
it; man, the greateſt of all, as long 
as he keepeth his commandments ; but 
he loſes that likeneſs and image of in- 
nocency, by hearkening to the voice 
of the ſerpent, who 1s called the prince 
of the power of the air, that now 
bears rule in the hearts of the children 
of diſobedience. I would therefore, 
my dear children, that you may come 
to know a being transformed by the 
renewings of the grace and good ſpirit 
of Truth, upon your minds and un- 
derſtandings, into the nature, 1mage, 
and innocency of the children of God, 
and ſtand in it, by keeping his com- 
2 mand- 


os WW 


mandments ; for herein is man's per- 
fection. 


A meeting had been propoſed to be 
held in the court-houſe, ſeveral ſeeming 
to forward it, eſpecially an old prieſt, 
who beitirred himſelf pretty much; 
which I thought ſomewhat ſtrange. 
When it was nigh time tor the meeting, 
he went along with me to the court- 
houſe, where the juſtices and ſeveral 
others had dined, and had not yet 
broke up; but that was more than 
I knew before I went in. However, 
the prieſt, told them there was a gentle- 
man, as he was pleaſed to call me, 
wanted to give them a ſermon, and 
requeſted that they would give liberty 
of the hall for a meeting to be held; 
but one whom they called their chief 
judge ſtarted up in a heat, and ſaid 
they had not done: and belides, they 
wanted no ſermons; as tor his part, 
he never loved to hear one in his life. 
A vulgar and unſavoury expreſſion to 
come out of the mouth of one in his 
ſtation; and it made me, that I could 
hardly tell what to ſay about having a 

Y meeting 
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meeting that night, only as ſeveral 
of the people from divers parts of the 
iſland were there, it ſeemed a very 
ſuitable opportunity. However, the 
old prieſt was not at all diſcouraged 
with the repulſe he had met with; he 
being reſolved I ſhould have a meeting, 
went over to the tavern where we 
lodged, and got the liberty of a cham- 
ber, and then came and told me there 
was a convenient room, and ſeveral 
already waiting. I went, and found 
every thing in good order for a meet- 
ing, except the people? s minds: I was 
alio in great poverty, but I think quiet 
and much reſigned. I fat in filence 
a conliderable ſpace, in which time 
they were very reſtleſs, and rude in 
their behaviour, ſuch as I had ſeldom 
ſeen or heard before : at length I had 
ſomething roſe in my mind to ſay, 
which reached, I believe, the witneſs 
of Truth in them; for they became 
very quiet and ſtill, and fat like ano- 
ther ſort of people; and many after 
meeting confeſſed to the Truth of what 


had bcen ſpoken, 
I had 
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I had another meeting at that place, 
and many came. It was a folemn bap- 
tizing time. The Lord's power had 
the dominion over all the rough and 
unruly ſpirits : praiſes be to bis all 
powerful name for ever! There ſtood 
up a man at the cloſe of this meeting, 
and ſaid, he hoped what had been de-, 
livered would have a good effect; for 
it was very ſuitable advice. More he 
ſaid, which is not needful to pen; and 
I thought it was in a good degree of 
ſincerity. Then turning to me, he 
gave me a friendly invitation to his 
houſe. I told him I took it kindly, 
and ſhould come if opportunity would 
ſerve. The company being pretty 
much gone, he entered into a little 
diſcourſe with me, and told me, he 
himſelf was alſo a fellow-labourer in 
the Lord; but he had as little the 
look of a prieſt, as any I had ever 
ſeen, as I thought. He told me alſo, 
he perceived that we had the advantage 
of them, in that we did not tie our- 
telves up to one text of ſcripture, as 
they did, and ſo could ſpeak to the 
ſeveral ſtates of the people; for he 
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ſaid, it could not be ſuppoſed that one 
remedy could be ſuitable to every di- 
ſcaſe. I made ſome remarks on his 
juſt obſervation, with ſomething con- 
cerning the true miniſtry, the operation 
of the ſpirit, and that it was not to 
be limited ; againſt which he made no 
objection, but freely aſſented to the 
Truth. We parted in a kind and 
friendly manner. I found he was a 
man of good underſtanding, bore a 
very good character among the people, 
and was well beloved. 

This evening, after he was gone, 
there came a meſſenger from one Bur- 
net, a man of note in the iſland, to 
deſire me to pay him a viſit before J 
left the place; Which I did the next 
morning. He received us very re- 
ſpectſully, without making much cere- 
mony. He aſked me ſome queſtions 
concerning my travels and ulage a- 
mongſt the Ftench, which I gave him 
{ome account of. He did not ſeem to 
want to enter into any diſcourſe about 
religious matters, but deſired I would 
ſtay longer with them upon the iſland 

tor 
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for he ſaid there were ſeveral who were 
the deſcendants of Quakers, and un- 
doubtedly would be glad to ſee me. 
But that did not at all induce me to 
ſtay, I finding myſelf pretty eaſy to 
leave them; hoping the Lord in his 
own time will fend his ſervants and 
faithful labourers into not only this 
iſland, but many others in this part 
of the world, where the Goſpel rain 


hath not been ſo plentifully beſtowed. 


Oh, Old England, and North America! 
Though theſe people are too much in 
the churliſh dog's nature, yet many 
of them -would be glad to partake of 
the crumbs that tall from your tables. 

Your dainty full ſtomachs have often 
loathed the honey - comb, and their 
poor fouls are wandering about upon 
the barren mountains of a lifeleſs pro- 
ieſlion, ſeeking the living amongſt the 
dead. May we therefore, that have 
received the knowledge of the Truth, 

and been fo often watered, be faithful, 

and bring forth fruits, anſwerable to 
e bleſſings received! Then will the 
Lord, I am fully 2— ſend forth 


from 


E 


from amongſt us ſuch as ſhall bring 
them to Chriſt the good Shepherd and 
fold of true reſt and peace. 


But to return. After I had ſtaid ax 
long as time would permit, and was 
taking my leave of the man, he put 
a parcel of money into my hand, which 
J returned, and told him that we did 
not receive any money for preaching, 
He ſaid, we could not travel without 
expences, and I had been taken by the 
French, and had ſuffered ſome loſs, 
and as he gave it me freely, I might 
receive it. I told him, I was not then 
in neceſſity, therefore was not free to 
take it; but acknowledged it was his 
good will, and ſo took my leave of 
him. After I had been a little time at 
our inn, we underſtood he had ſent his 
ſervant to the landlady, to charge her 
to take nothing of us, for he would 
pay all our expences ; but it was al- 
ready paid; and 1 ſaw it to be high- 
ly expedient for us, to remove all 
cauſe from them that might take oc- 


caſion, that the miniſtry might not be ; 
juſtly Þ 
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g juſtly blamed. I left them in a loving 
0 good Gitpolition of mind towards 
triends, and am fully perſuaded there 
are hungerings begotten in the hearts of 
« WY ſome of them after the true bread. 
: | After I returned to the iſland called 
h St. Chrittopher's, where I had taken 
d lodgings, not knowing how long I 
. might "ſtay, I was not eaſy to omit 
it | having meetings, eſpecially on firſt 
days. Several xeople coming out of 
s IB the country, I had freedom to fit with 
+ I them, molt of them behaving in a 
n becoming and ſolid manner. Truth 
0 ſometimes favoured us in time of 
is filence; and though I had thought I 
of ſhould have been ſhut up, I found the 
a ſpring of the Goſpel was till opened 
is towards the people, at times, in the 
er free extendings of God's love. And 
14 it came into my mind, in the opening 
1 of Truth, that the Lord hath a feed 
h. ſown in thoſe iſlands, which lies under 
1] the clods of the earth ; but its riſing 
= and coming into dominion muſt be 
he left to his time; he being able to de- 
ly throne antichriſt, bri ing down his King- 


dom, 
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dom, with all his ſtrong holds, and in 
the room thereof, to eſtabliſh his own 
everlaſting righteouſneſs ; that ſo in 
the very place where it was ſaid, they 
are no people, there ſhall they be 
called the children of the living God. 


I found ſome of them deſirous that 
I would viſit them in their families, 
which I complied with, as I found 
freedom; often having to ſet before 
them their unchriſtian practice, in keep- 
ing their fellow- creatures in ſlavery 
for term of lite, and the cruelty they 
uſed towards them, which exceeded 
all that I had ever ſcen before; and it 
raiſed ſuch a juſt indignation in my 
heart, that I uſed great freedom of 
ſpeech ſometimes in converſation. Yet 
I truſt I did not exceed the bounds of 
Truth, for I perceived it always had 
ſome good tendency, either to ſilence, 
or bring ſome acknowledgment from 
them, that the practice was unchriſtian, 
and not to be juſtified; that they had 
no right to plead for kecping them, 
but that of force, and they were 4 
daily plague, and cauſed them to run 
| | \ Into 
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into a great deal of fin, Thus I have 
heard ſome of them complain, wiſhing 


they had never had them, or had ſome 


other way to get their bread. So we 
may perceive the Lord 1s riſing, by his 
pure witneſs, in judgment in the hearts 
of thoſe negro-keepers, ſhewing them 
the practice is evil, and they cannot 
fuſtify it, becauſe the light condemns 
it, and maketh it manifeſt to them to 
be evil. 1 tarried at this place longer 
than I expected; but hope it was not 


time ſpent altogether unprofitably. 


And although I have been hindered 
from going to the place, I at firſt ſet 
out for, I have had evident tokens of 
God's love and fatherly care over me, 
in the various ſteps I have had to tread ; 
yet notwithſtanding this evidence of 
divine approbation, I have not been 
inſenſible, that mouths would be open- 
ed not only againſt me, in ſaying I 
was wrong led, or under a deception, 
but alſo againſt the Truth; for the 
Truth hath many enemies, and none 
_ dang? and readier to judge others, 
than thoſe that are making a profeſſion 
of it, but dwell not in the lite and 

2 power. 
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power. But it is not a new thing to 
be counted deceivers, and yet be true. 
5 Y 


However, whilſt J tarried here, I 
often enquired for a paſſage to the 
windward iſlands, that ſuch occaſion 
might be taken away, and TI be clear 
of the blood of all men. I thought 
by way of Antigua might be proper; 
but when I made ſome attempts to- 
wards it, I was always ſtopped in my 
mind, not being free to leave the place 
where I was. But when I had tarried 
ſome time longer, and had divers good 
opportunities among the people, I felt 
myſelf quite eaſy to leave the iſland; 
and not only ſo, but likewiſe a ſtrong 
deſire to be gone; alſo that view, and 
thoſe drawings I had before, to viſit 
the other iſlands, were entirely re- 
moved, and I was eaſy to return in a 
veſſel which was then bound for Phi- 
ladelphia. Therefore, taking leave of 
thoſe I was prettv nearly acquainted 
with in Baſſeterre, the chief town on 
the iſland, I went by land to Sandy 
Point, where the veſiel lay to take in 
part of her cargo, Here I had a meet- 

ing 
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ing with the town's people the day 
before we ſet ſail, which was the ſecond 
of the eleventh month 1759, having 
been upon this iſland, and Nevis, eight 
weeks. 


Whilſt I tarried in thoſe iſlands, 
there was a great mortality among the 
people, but it did not bring that awful- 
nels and humility upon their minds, 
which it ought to have done; and 
theretore the divine hand undoubtedly 
will be {trerched out ſtill. The captain 
and men behaved very civilly to me in 
this paſſage. I had ſeveral meetings 
with the ſhip's company, which had 
ſome good effect, I believe, upon the 
ſeamen. We arrived at Philadelphia 
the twenty-ninth of the eleventh month, 
where I was very kindly received by 
my friends, who had, I believe, nearly 
ſympathized with me in my late exer- 
ciſes. J ſtaid in the city a little more 
than two weeks, except a ſhort viſit 
to Wilmington friends. A confer- 
ence was held with the Indians whilſt 
I tarried here, which I was at; and 
Daniel Stanton, and myſelf, with a 
Z 2 few 
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few other friends, had a meeting with 
them at Philadelphia in the ſtate-houſe. 


After ſome time of waiting in ſilence, 
I had ſomething to ſay, and one Iſaac 
Still, an Indian, who could ſpeak 
Engliſh, delivered the ſubſtance of 


what I ſaid in the Indian language. N 


He appeared tender and well ſatisfied, 
being a ſenſible ſober young man. Te- 
deuſcung, and ſeveral of the Dela- 
ware chiefs were preſent, and a few of 
the Jerſey Indians. They were ſolid, 
attentive, and behaved in a becoming 
manner, The meeting ended in hum- 
ble prayer and ſupplication to Al- 
mighty God, My ſtay being but ſhort 
here, after I returned from the Weſt 
Indies, I endeavoured to take my leave 
of friends in as general a manner as 
time would permit, and the ſixteenth 
of the twelfth month 1759, being the 
firſt of the week, after a good and 
ſatisfactory ſeaſon with friends at Pine- 
ſtreet meeting-houſe, I took my fare- 
well of them in the uniting love and 


pure tellowſhip of the Goſpel of peace. 


I] went 
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I went on board the ſhip Carolina, 
at the wharf; the maſter's name was 
James Friend, a kind, courteous man. 
We had a very difficult paſſage, by 
reaſon of high winds, and a leaky veſ- 
ſel; yet, through the mercy and good- 
nels of kind Providence, we arrived 
ſate at London the twenty-ninth of the 
firſt month 1760, where I ſtaid but a 
few days before I took leave of friends 
there, and returned home to my dear 
wite and children, who, in my abſence, 
with all that 1 had, had been kept, 
bleſſed, and preſerved, far beyond my 
own expectation, or indeed my de- 
ſerving as a creature, I deſire I ever 
may be thankful for ſuch unſpeakable 
favours and mercies, and give him the 
praiſe, who is worthy for ever! 


W.-RECKITT. 
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| fa the courſe of theſe travels the au- 
thor often had his wite and children 
in his remembrance, and wrote to them, 
to encourage them to truſt in that hand 
which had drawn him into ſervice. 


By a note, dated the eighth of 
the eighth month 1768, on one of 
his letters, he deſires that they might 
be preſerved for the ſake of his 
children : “ When” (ſays he) “ my 
head is laid in the filent grave, and 
* my ſoul at reſt with the Lord: and alſo 
that my Journal may be tranſcrib- 
ed for their peruſal ;” adding, “ that 
* the very fragments ſhould be gather- 
* ed up, that nothing may be loſt.” 
For the benefit of his ſurviving rela- 
tions, and of mankind in general, the 
following extracts are inſerted. They 
ſhow the care he had for their welfare, 

when 
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when far abſent, and beſpeak the fer- 
vency of his love. The firſt was from 
France, while he was priſoner there, 
and is as follows. 


Carhaix in France, the twenty-third 
of the twelfth month 1736. 


Dear wife and children, 


This comes to inform you of my 
welfare, and though outwardly con- 
fined, not having that liberty to pro- 
ceed on my journey at preſent, yet I 
dare not complain, nor ſay, the Lord 
is an hard maſter; for he, in his great 
mercy and matchleſs loving kindneſs, 
hath been a preſent help in every need- 
ful time, as mine eye hath been ſingle 
to him, he hath ſupported me under 
the exceeding great exerciſes 1 have in 
this journey already met with. Glory 
and honour be to his great Name tor 
ever! 


Iwould that none of you might be caſt 
down about me, but ſtill truſt in the 


name of the Lord; I am fully ſatisfied 
TT you 
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ou will find it to be a ſtrong tower, 
and as the ſhadow of a mighty rock 
in a weary land. And there is one 
thing I do greatly deſire of you, that 
is, live in true love and unity one with 
another, and, as much as in you lies, 
with all men every where, and then 
the God of love and peace will be with 
you to the end of your time. I wrote 
about the ſeventh or eighth of laſt 
month, in which I informed you how I 
fared, and was in health; ſince which 
I am removed to this place, a tolerable 
ſituation, and proviſions pretty cheap. 
I have a chamber to mylſelt, and a good 
bed, being under no reſtraint, but 
have the liberty of the town and fields 
to walk in when I pleaſe. I hope to 
receive a letter from you in a little 
time. I moſt dearly and tenderly ſalute 
you, and bid you farewell. 


W. R. 


A a Phila- 


1 


Philadelphia, the twenty- ninth of the 
fifth month 1738. 


Dear wife and children, 


came here this day, having been 
ſomething more than ſix months in the 
ſouthern provinces; in which viſit, 
though the journey has been attended 
with ſome difficulties and dangers, yet 
I have no cauſe to complain. I lacked 
for nothing, it having at times been 
made eaſy, pleaſant, and comfortable 
unto me in Chriſt, for whoſe ſake, and 
the GoſpePs, I have endeavoured to 
be given up, according to the diſpen- 
ſation of his grace given to me, in 
obedience to his will, in which I deſire 
I may ſtand faithful to the end; and 
the ſame deſire, at times, is ſtrong in 
my heart for all of you that I have left 
behind, that you may be faithful to 
the meaſure and maniteſtation of grace 
given unto you. I am not without 
tear, leſt ſome of my dear children, 
which are grown to years of under- 
ſtanding, ſhould be, through unwatch- 
fulneſs 
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fulneſs and careleſſneſs, drawn away 
into hurtful things. It drops as a 
watch-word for you to take notice of, 
which, if you do, and walk agreeable 
unto the bleſſed principle of Truth, 
which you have heard, and, I truſt, 
believed in, the Lord hath bleſſings in 
ſtore tor you, will make you truly 
rich, and add no ſorrow with it. 1 
ſhould have no greater comfort at my 
return, than to ſee it was your care 
and chicteſt concern to be faithful to 
the Lord, according to the beſt of 
your underitandings. This would be. 
more to my comfort and ſolid ſatisfac- 
tion, than for you to have abundance of 
this world; for they that firſt ſeek the 
kingdom of God, and his righteouſ- 
neſs, the promiſe is, that all other 
things ſhall be added. I often breathe 
to the Lord, that he, above all things, 
may be pleaſed to ſanctify and cleanſe 
your hearts from all ſin, that ſo he, who 
hath hitherto been the help, ſtrength, 
preſervation, and deliverance of your 
poor father in his exerciſes and troubles, 
may in mercy bleis you all, and take 
delight in you, ſo as to tender your 

A a 2 hearts, 
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hearts, and favour you often with his 
power and living preience, is the ſincere 
prayer of yours, in that love, that 
neither diſtance or length of time can 
ſeparate. 

3 


Newport in Rhode-Iſland, the fifth 
of the eleventh month 1738. 


My dear wife, 

Theſe may inform thee and children, 
J have hitherto been favoured in a 
good degree of health and ſtrength to 
980 through the exerciſes and travels, 
hoth inward and outward, which have 
laid betore me, for the ſake of the 
goſpel; in the diſcharge whereof, at 
times, I and great peace and inward 
conſolation. 


My time of ſtay in this land, at 
pretent, ſcems uncertain; vet J am ready 
to conclude it will be until another 
rear ; if ſooner, I believe it will be 
ceptable both to you and me: if we 
be 
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be willing to wait in patience the 
Lord's time, he will be well pleated 
with us, and undoubtedly his bleſſing 
will follow, which will make truly 
rich, and add no ſorrow with it. 


have received two letters from 
you, in which I had an account of 
our welfare, in a good degree, for 
which I am truly thanktul to him that 
hath hitherto helped us, and preſerved 
us. May he have the praiſe, who is 
worthy ! His ways are all ways of 
pleaſantneſs, and his paths are indeed 
paths of true peace, and his mercies 
and loving-kindneſs are towards all 
them that daily live and dwell in his 
holy fear. 


May all my children learn the fear 
of the Lord, is often my earneſt cry 
and prayer to the Lord for them. 
Then would they be preſerved out of 
the evils that are in the world, for they 
are many, and he clole to their youth- 
ful inclinations, and if they give way 
to them, will draw their hearts from 
the Lord, and out of his holy fear, 

| into 
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into a looſe, wanton, and libertine 
{pirit, which I caution and wara them 
to watch againſt and beware of, leſt 
they loſe the bleſſing, as Eſau did, 
and the time come they mzsy carctully 
ſeek it with tears, and cannot obtain 
it; for time is very precious, and 
ought to be prized by all. Some very 
young in years, when on a dying bed, 
have bemoaned themſelves, and la- 
mented their miſpent time, the ſenſe of 
which cauſes me almoſt to tremble, 
leſt it ſhould be the ſtate of any that 
ſec or hear theſe lines read. Therefore 
T intreat there may be a turning to the 
Lord with the whole heart; and make 
no reſerves or excuſes, but yield obe- 
dience to his holy will in all things, 
according to the beſt of your under- 
tandings, though through a great croſs 
to your inclinations ; it is the way to 
obtain mercy with God, and admit- 
tance into his everlaſting kingdom of 
reſt and peace, when time in this world 
ot troubles ſhall terminate. 


I dearly ſalute thee and our children 


in the love of the Father of all our 
mercies, 
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mercies, deſiring you may all dwell in 
his love, that ſo you may feel me to 
be near you in ſpirit, though outwardly 
far ſeparated, The dead cannot praiſe 
the Lord, but the living; the ſenſe of 
it at this time for his unſpeakable fa- 
vours to us, with many more of his 
dear children, whom he hath begotten 
into a lively hope, bows my ſpirit. 
May we all be preſerved under a living 
ſenile of this lite, that when under a 
degree of divine favour, may be en- 
abled to draw nigh to him, who 
knows all our wants, and put up our 
prayers and ſupplications for each 
other, in a manner that will find ac- 
ceptance, 1s the pathetick breathing of 
thine in that love that changeth not, 
including our dear children. 


W.R. 


Phila- 
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Philadelphia, the twelfth of the firſt 
month 1759. 


Dear love, 


I have received ſeveral letters from 
home, which intimate thine and our 
childrens welfare, as to health, which 
gives me great ſatisfaction, with deſires, 
if it be the will of Divine Providence, 
ſuch bleſſings may be continued, and 
we truly thankful. 


[ returned yeſterday from New Eng- 
land, and the eaſtern country, having 
been ſomewhat more than five months 
in that journey. Health of body is in 
a good degree ſtill continued, and 
true peace of mind; for which I am 
made, at times, to bleſs that great and 
everlaſting Name, who 1s over all, 
worthy for ever! I ſee I cannot en- 
large, only recommend thee to that 
which hath hitherto kept and pre- 
ſerved, and ſtill will, I am ſenſible, 
as we put our truſt and dependence 
upon it. I defire thou, or any for 
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any of you, will not think me long. 
I ſhall, as ſoon as I am clear, haſten 
home ; ſhall not conclude for myſelf, 
for I am not at my own diſpoſal ; yet 
ſeem to think I ſhall look homeward in 
a little time. My dear love to thee 
and children, ſympathizing with you 
in great nearneſs, I dearly ſalute thee 
and them, in that which never chang- 
eth. Thine in the Lord. 


W. R. 


Philadelphia, the fifteenth of the 
ſixth month 1759. 


My dear wife and children, 


I am in the perfect enjoyment. of 
health, except ſome pain in my breaſt, 
which is now much better. It hath 
been a long time ſince I had a letter 
from England, but here have been but 
few ſhips from London this ſummer. 
I cannot conclude of fixing my return, 
I having had drawings in my mind to 


viſit Barbadoes, and purpoſe taking 
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the firſt ſuitable opportunity to em- 
bark for that place. There are only 
a few meetings in Barbadoes, ſo that my 
ſtay is not like to be long, except ! 
have to viſit any other iſlands. I may 
thus conclude at preſent, but leave it 
to that great and good Diſpoſer of all 
things, that hath been my ſupport. 
I may with gratitude and thanktulneſs 
ſay, he hath been my preſent helper in 
every needful time. Oh! may our 
eye be ſingle to him, he is good indeed 
unto all that put their truſt in him; 
cough great ſtorms may riſe, and 
clouds of thick darkneſs may appear, 
I am ſtrong in the faith, the Lord ſtill 
will be on our ſide, as we are con- 
cerned to be faithful unto him ; and 
if he be on our ſide, who can be againſt 
us ? I cannot enlarge much, but defire 
that you and I may be enabled to com- 
mit ourſelves to his care and pro- 
tection ; for aſſuredly, a ſparrow can- 
not fall to the ground without his per- 
miſſion, and if we be faithful to him, 
we are of more value than many ſpar- 
rows; for, faith he, the hairs of your 
heads are all numbered, My earneſt 
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cries and ſupplications have often been 
for your ſouls welfare; I would not have 
any of you think too much about 
me, though I truit we love one another 
by the neareſt bonds and ties of na- 
ture; yet when the love of Truth 

revails, we ſhould give up one ano- 
ther for the ſake thereof ; then in this 
world ſhall we be entitled to the hun- 
dred fold, which is true peace, and in 
that which is to come lite everlaſting. 
As a. moſt affectionate huſband, and 
tender father, I dearly ſalute you, and 
bid you farewell. 


W. R. 


P. S. I deſire my children would 
not give way to accompany themſelves 
with thoſe that are not friends, for 
that hath been the ruin of many of 
our youth. Endeavour, at all times, 
to attend religious meetings, and alſo 
to learn and improve in reading and 
writing. I am afraid, leſt you ſhould 
not do well; then I ſhall be grieved 
and ſorrowful if I ſhould live to ſee 
you again, inſtead of being comforted, 
and rejoicing in you. 

Bb 2 Chriſto- 
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Chriſtopher's, the ninth of the tenth 
month 1759. 


Dear wife and children, 


Theſe are to inform you, and all 
enquiring friends and relations, that 
I have great and good ſatisfaction ſince 
I arrived at this part of the world, in 
the diſcharge of what I have thought 
to be my duty, notwithſtanding I have 
been. expoſed to ſome hardſhips, and 
have likewiſe been out of health about 
four weeks, but am now as well as 
uſual, can travel, and have a good ap- 
petite. Yeſterday I came from an iſland 
called Nevis, where I have had ſeveral 
meetings; and though I have thoughts 
of viliting another iſland or two, I 
ſhall not, I truſt, ſtay long in theſe 


parts, except I am detained longer than 
] expect. 


1 have you all nearly and dearly in 
my remembrance, though I have been 
already longer from you, or am like 
to be longer than I expected; yet f 
trul 
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truſt we ſhall find it hath all heen the 
Lord's doings, and as we patiently 
wait on him, ſhall find his ways to be 
ways of pleaſantneſs, and his paths to 
be paths of true peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt, and that his time is al- 
ways the beſt time. I would that none 
might be too anxious and thoughtful 
concerning me, ſeeing the ſame hand 
that drew me forth, is as able, if he ſees 
meet, to return with me, and brin 
again to you in ſafety; and if not, let 
us not murmur nor repine, if it may 
but be with us, as it was with the 
apoſtle, who ſaid, © To me to hve is 
“ Chriſt, but to die is gain.“ I can- 
not write much for want of time; the 
ſhip 1s nigh ſailing, as I am informed, 
but commend you to the Lord, as 
into the hand of a merciful Creator 
and tender Father, tender in mercy to 
all that faithfully ſerve, worſhip, and 
obey him. 


My ſpirit ſalutes thee and dear chil- 
dren, &c. | | 
W. R. 


Our 
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Our friend having left no further 
account of his travels after this voyage, 
until his ſecond embarkation for Ame- 
rica, there is reaſon to ſuppoſe he tra- 
velled but little, except attending the 
yearly meeting in London, or ſome 
ſhort diſtances near home. But about 
the year 1764, he again found a con- 
cern to vilit friends in America. For 
this purpoſe he embarked, in com- 
= with Thomas Goodwin, and 

liam Horne, who were returning 
home from a religious viſit to this 
nation, and arrived ſafe at Philadel- 
phia, and proceeded through moſt of 
the provinces ; but his wife dying 
during his abſence, he, on account of 
his family, rather haſtened his return, 
and embarked in a veſſel bound for 
Ireland; from whence he came to 
London about the fourth month 1766, 
and ſoon after returned to Wainfleet, 
the place of his reſidence. 


Of this voyage, he kept only mi- 
nutes of the meetings he viſited ; ſo 
that we are deprived of a particular 
account thereot, 

After 
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After his return, he viſited divers 
parts of this nation, and in particular 
the city of London, which he often 
hinted he thought might be the laſt 
time; but his love to the cauſe of 
Truth continued, and it was evident the 
fervency of his mind was as ſtrong 
as ever, 


He was a man of great integrity of 
heart, a lover of peace, and ſought 
the promotion thereof, and had often 
a word of counfel to drop tending to 
edification, Not only at particular 
opportunities, but often, when abſent, 
has he imparted of the goodneſs and 
mercy of the Lord to his foul, and 
alſo been helpful in counſel by letters. 
In one of the laſt I had from him, he 
expreſſed himſelf thus: The ſap of 
life lies very deep in the root, and 
« that muſt be waited for in thoſe 
* pinching times I have met with; 
„ and yet I have a comfortable hope 
* raiſed in me of late, that all would 
«© be well in the end, the proſpect of 
+ which to me hath * exceeding 
< pleaſant, and, if fate, ſhould much 

| deſire 
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& defire it might be haſtened; but 
e that is not my proper buſineſs to 
& look for, or to deſire the reward 
e before the day's work is finiſhed. 
I have ſerved a good maſter, but 
% have ever looked on myſelf as one 
* of the weakeſt of his ſervants ; yet 
have endeavoured to come up in 
« faithful obedience to his will made 
«© manifeſt in me, and in this now I 
have great peace, and an aſſurance 
« of an inheritance that will never 
e fade away, if I continue in the way 
«of well- doing to the end of bas, 
te race.” 


His illneſs was very ſhort ; he was 
taken with a fit of the ague at night, 
and next morning, about four, de- 
parted this life, the ſixth of the fourth 
month 1769, and was enterred in 
friends burial-ground the gth of the 

ſame, at Wainfleet, aged about ſixty- 
three years. 


The long and intimate acquaintance 
J had with our deceaſed friend, hath 
induced me to prepare theſe "Om 

or 
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for more general ſervice, in which I 1 | 
hive” hd Toel WA Mod con 
fort; and if they afford the ſame to | 
the reader, my end is anſwered. - 11 


London, 29th of the 
7th month 1776. 
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